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New Zealand Marine Post Offices

By Mike Dovey

From 1885 to the mid-1930s the Union Steam Ship Company
operated a transpacific route from New Zealand and Australia
to the west coast of the USA. Mike Dovey takes
various Marine Post Office postmarks in use during the heyday
of the service, including some very rare material from a short-live

member of the fleet.

In the 1920:=5%k rhe Pacific Ocean had
two ajor routes on which Marne Pose
Ofices or Seapost Cilices were uscd on

hoard vessels while on the high seas, These

were covered by three shapping lines:
* The USA Dollar Line vessels that satled

¢ Lroam the USA's west coast to Japan, all of

the vessels had the prelix President,”

# Tho Japanese MYK Line vessels, whicl
sailed the samme ronte, all bl the sulflix
“Marn,”

* The New Zealand shipping linc,
Uniom Steam Ship Campany of Mew
Fealand {nor o b confused with the
British LIninn Sreamship of the dme),
sailed lrom New Zealand and Australia
1o the T8As west coast {Mg I The
Marine Post Office marks of this line
are comsidered in this araele.

- The postmarks

The Union Steam Ship Line had
Been originally [ormed in 1875 in
Dumedin for loeal services around

* e south island in New Fealand,
s bt this quickly expanded into the

Pacific, so that by TRED o sadling was

inagurated from Svdney o San Francisco
Covia Anckland. It was these vessels which

were originally given the firse circular

o cancels (Fp 2 They were lor passenger

wse andd for the socing of mail on route,
andd each vessel was issiued with a cancel
showing rhe ship's name to distinguish

the posting and the usage of the om-hoard

lacility. As well as the ship cancel o many
cases the Marine Post Oflce would also
apply 2 Toose Letrer’ or a ' Packel, Boad®

mark over the postage stamps 1o shonw that

the leter had been posted at sca,
Postamarks shown in Fig 310 Fy 3 were
used i the New Zealand Marine Post
OMTice (transpacific roure) during is
earlicr period of aperation from 1894 1o
L4GT. Those in Fiy oo g 12 were nsed
during the second period of operation
CIR2E-580 together with several 'dumb’
npes of pagquehot eouivalen. Most of

i these markings are very similar to, if not

iclentical with tvpes wsed at New Zealand
shome-hased post offces.

[he orginal service of an on-hoard pose
ollice seems o have stopped around 1507,

- however, i was restarted in che TH2S and

Doy reiand

during that tme three different sivles of
cancels were issuwed o the ships that were

look at the
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the words and a different font

on the rranspacific route and only o ships on thal route (Fgy 73w 200, The Line operated
praey ships on ether sailings but none were issued with a Marine Post Office.

i Rarity value
All of the cancels shown in this ariicle will have diffecent rariy values, and while some are
VU relatively casy to obtain, others are somewhat harder to ger hold of, Pevhaps the mvese of
P all the marks used is the one ssued to the 55 (ater RMS] Marma (Fg 200, The vessel
wsnally emploved on the route from Mew Zealand wo Tasmania. However, as it had been
G psed on the Pacific ronte on o few occasions in the pastiowas deemed 1o be a reserve’ vessel
= and was issued with a Marne Post Office cancel, just in case it was ever needed. When the
o BMS Mohwrea (igs 20 and 22} broke down and had o be docked for argent repairs, the
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New Zealand Marine Post Offices

| LOOSE LETTER.

Fig 7 A" SE LETTER" postmark
border ing t with dauble border from the
secand C 92 8-3 second period of transpacific use
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Fig 94 single-line iy Fig 10 A "PACKET
; PACKET BOATT 3 BOAT' postmark with
i a double fline border

from the second period :
Fig 11 A second

circular 'P ‘PACKET,

pastrrark w ; 5 postmark of the same

lettering T perind, but this time
the lettering is smaller

Fig 13 The Marine Post e Fig 14 RMS M
CHfice postmiark used L=t s postmark
on board RA aRgl o S during the transpacific route

postmark for rengan i transpacitic
donawei route postmark
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Fig 17 The RMS |8 ig 18 The Marine Post ; i
Tahiti postmark ( g postrmark for B i 5
A B |
shown abowve the date slug f;, |
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P i |
Fig 19 Another RMS Miagara 5 het k A
postmark but this tir 4 h.ammra E.H..-:.tr e

the full name "NEW ; with ts different
date and time slug

pl A pg Bl Hlisiake dipgagens

AMLE MAAKURE -

Unipee STEArSHIn. 00 of ‘Mew ZEaLasio .
SanFrancista 1o NewZealand & Ausiralin vz the ﬁmh 3&3{'
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poste

: board RMS
Fig 21 A postcard depicting RMS Mokura in full steam, Makura | 7
This ship br own leaving RMS Margimg to ¢ Jer July 1934

the voyage from San Fran on. 18 April 1930 (Reduced) (Reduced)
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New Zealand
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nonw BMS Mg (Fig 25 was drafied inoo
cover Tor one sole vovage [rom San Francisea,
leaving on 18 April TH30 and arriving in New
Fealand on rhe | Way 19500 As the ship was
mmediately rransferred back o i old New
Fealand 1o Tasmania roure, never e sail o
San Franciseo apgain, any items posted from
this particular ship are very rave indeed {Figs

Fig 23 Pasteard showing
| RME Marama (Reduced)

2dand 25). E:ii:dz::ﬂ
The history of the S5 April 18th
Marama raled on
The 35 .-'L'{:r.'rruf'.r.l wits Bl on the Clvde b the day RMS
Caird & Cooof Greenock, Scodand aca cost Marama

ol 166,008, She was then delivered wo hee
owners, Union Steam Ship of
New Fealand,
i V0T, A thiat
time she was the
bippest vesscl
ever o be n
service with the
comuny andd she
replaced the 55
Mierg on the
rosle brelwesn
Mew Fealandd and
‘Lasmania.

In January 1915
Lhe 55 Marama
wats placed on the
rone well krown
o most collectors,
which covered
the virvage [rom
Secdney, Wellington,
Rararonga, Tahiti,
and San Francisco.
Hlowever, (his new
station for the vessel
wis short-lived, as
in December of the same: vear she was
wranslerred and hecame a hospial ship,
Logether with another Linion 55 vessel,
the 55 Mafewe They hoth served in
rthar capacity nntil T8 when they were
wransferred back s the Tnion Steam
Ship Company for farther dutes, After
relils, hoth vessels were back on station
by 19243,

In 1520 the 55 Moo was Tack on
the Svdney to San Franciseo roate, anid

sailed from
5an Francisco
in the USa, It
is wery rare
and possibly
. ane of anly
i two known
sUrviving
examples
posted from
the ship while
oh the Pacific
service
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she staved al varions times on the rouce uniil Fig 25 This cover dated 2nd May 1530 was mailed on RMS Marama on
1950, alithough during the period 1922-25 the day she arrived at Sydney in Australia and is possibly the only other
shiwas taken off completely and used on known example posted from the ship while on the Facific service

arher duries.
REeaders who have any knowledwe of the
postriarks tat came lrom the transpacific

il service will e familiar with other ships Fig 26 A cover posted on board
of the flect who covered the rowe and cane RMME Aoraagl dated & July 1932 Fig 27 &n RMS Maunganwi cover dated 9 May 1934
up with a number of different cancellations, (Recuced} (Reduced)

as shown in Fy 13
tor Fogr el Vessels
such as the Amrragm
[ M 26y, Makuira,
Mowngonud (M

27, Monowas,
Mgy [Py 28} anad
the Takats are all
wery wiell-knosm andd
COVELS j;ll.'.ISLClj. i
these Mew dealand
viessels all carry an
ahove average price.
However, the pair
of covers shown lor
the BMS Murama (fig prcl
24 and Fg 23} really SSSESEETE
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o commmand a |'ari|:}-'v31|_|<: It coubd well he ;
that rhis pair of covers are the onk ones ever Fig 28 A cover posted T T -.II F s LT
recorded as being posted from this ship while an board RMS Niggara T i }*ri“}ﬁ' :
o the Pacific mail semace! dated 14 June 1934 i
S what happened o the ship once = left with a blue oval
the Pacific route? The cover in Fimwsr 29 helne  Pursers office cancel
w explain. The 58 Mamma came off the dated JUN 13 1934°
Pacific route in 1950, bur this was oo the end (Reduced)
of the ship in Thnion Steam Ship Compan

service, Right up untl 1937 the ship mos
have sailed between New Fealand and

Auvstralia, alter that she was sold (o
a company in Shanghai. The Pur
taken from the reverse of the emeel
was posted 5 January 1936 o 85
Like the BAS cancel, it is on
w gel caches in the fleer, On
a paguehot and Melbourne cancellason

Fig 29 Cover (Reduced) posted fram the

nl-'_]; k:‘ R used in _ — [ -~ Marama daled January 19346 (the year
JJH;;:; R—— i belore she was :-.nIFi far scrap), it has a
A8 i gt F pagquebot cancellation for Melbhourne,

T G R ST anly know wsed in 1935-36. as well as

of what 15 a very
mteresting subject
with a mixture of the
ship cachers and the
prapuehot marks all
adding to the depeh of
the subject.

Mike Dovey is a
member of the TRO
ane] Seapost Societ. For
more inlormation on
the socirty please visit
W Lpoeseapost.org.nk
or contact Keith Maorris
om (H 285 715075,

January 1936
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the Purser's mark on the reverse dated 5
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Public Auction Saturday 3rd September

Ower 1400 lots including over 600 World, Commeonwealth and GB
collections ranging from £20 to several £1000s.

Of particular note is an extensive range of Commonwealth collections from one vendor.
Also a large consignment ol People's Republic of China from another vendor.

Also quality singles, small lots, covers and postcards etc.
Eight days viewing prior to sale
Auction agent Trevor Chinney will be in attendance
Estimates throughout at sensible levels

Find our catalogue online at www.somerseisiampauctions.com
For a hard copy telephone or email us at the contact details below.

Somerset Stamp Auctions, Hill Farm, Hemyock, Cullompton, EX15 3UZ

Tel: 01823 681358 Fax: 01823 681375
Email: shirley@somersetstampauctions.com

4.5.M. Septembar 201&

68




