Dansk Radio Aktieselskab (DRA)
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In 1919 the British Parliament passed “The 1919 Wireless Act” forbidding all ships above 1600
BRT to enter British harbours without a radio. In Denmark as a consequence of this, the leading
shipping companies formed Dansk Radio Aktieselskab (Danish Radio Inc.) (DRA) in 1920, and in
1921 they started educating radio operators and making agreements with shipping companies and
installing radios. From 1921 all telegraph operators in ships with Marconi radios were transferred
to DRA. In 1924 DRA even bought the radio firm Elektromekano, made their own radios, logo,
and from 1924 an ocean letter service opened especially from Det Forenede Dampskibs Selskab
(DEDS), who became the leading shipping company in experiments with radios and ocean letters.

S/S Island. Notice how they have extended the masts to 35 meters
above sea level for the antenna.

coast of Darkhead, and

the S/S Island rescued all
the participants in that
expedition. The experiment
was mainly to show that
wireless telegraphy from
Greenland to Denmark
was possible, as there was
no cable to Greenland and
sailing was not possible for
3-4 winter months, so how
do you rule a country you
often cannot get in contact
with? Sailing in those wa-
ters were dangerous, cf. the
Titanic. Wireless commu-
nication and ocean letters
would come in very handy.
This resulted in speeding
up building 4 radio station
in Greenland and installing
radios in ships. Contracts
could now be made.

Figure 2 shows an agre-
ement between DRA and
the steamship company
Oceana. According to § 5
DRA commits itself to run
the radios just like Mar-
coni’s radios, supplying the
ships with the necessary

Their experiments started in 1921. The Danish King Christian X
and Queen Alexandrine visited Greenland. This was the 200-years
anniversary of the arrival of the Danish missionary Hans Egede.

His arrival in 1721 marked the beginning of Danish claim to Green-
land, as there had been no contact since the Scandinavians vanished
mysteriously from Greenland in the 15" century. After a stop in
Iceland - also Danish land in those days - the royal voyage continued
aboard S/S Island — a ship owned by Det Forenede Dampskibs-Selskab
(DFDS).

As a gift to the royal family, DFDS had had a radio installed of
the Marconi type, the first radio on a Danish merchant ship, so they
could be in contact with the outside world on their voyage. This
also gave DFDS a chance to experiment with radios and test how
far they were able to transmit. They lengthen-ed the mast of 5/S
Island so that the aerial was 35 meters above sea level. (Figure 1). In
fact, they were able to telegraph at a distance of 1700 km. from the
most northerly point (73° N). They had not planned to go that far
north, but a Swedish expedition ship, BELE, had shipwrecked off the
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stationary and official rate tables.

At first you only see ordinary envelopes with the company
address in the top right corner (no logo), probably intended for
normal business correspondence, but might have been used for
ocean letters before the real stationary was ready. It was not until
1924 that DRA introduced its ocean letters and message forms.
This was more or less a copy of the way DEBEG and Marconi in
Britain did it.

If in need in the early days of ocean letters, a normal envelope
might also be used with manuscript note: Radio. The letter was
sent from S/S Fredensborg belonging to the shipping company
Dannebrog.

DFDS had radio facilities to receive DRA ocean letters on their
boats on the North Sea to and from England and especially on
their boats between Aarhus-Copenhagen and Aalborg-Copenha-
gen. Especially the ships sailing across the Kattegat were sailing
telegraph stations and the ones receiving and posting the largest
number of Danish ocean letters. Ocean letters from the Esbjerg-
Harwich ships are rarer.

The first 4 years DRA and DFDS used envelopes and a message
form, but from 1928 they diversified, using a folded message form
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First type of stationary seen from DRA. May have contained ocean letters before
ocean letter stationary was printed.

which was sealed and franked. This coincides with the installing of the short wave radio, which
made it cheap and possible for the companies to send position ocean letters on a regular basis, so
the company could keep tracks of all its ships wherever they were in the world. Quite a lot of posi-
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tion telegrams sent as ocean letters exist. They are never franked but received on the ships crossing
the Kattegat and handed in by courier at the DFDS office on arrival in the morning in Copenhagen.

On the back of one
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of the early message
forms, the conditions
for sending ocean
letters are written.
This is almost a word
for word transla-
tion of the conditions
found on Marconi’s/
DEBEG's forms. So

Afskrevet

conditions were the
same.

Position telegram - not an ocean letter - even though
it says RADIOBREV in the caption. They were never
posted, but handed in at the office by courier/sailor.
DFDS used them for keeping track of their ships.
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Dansk Radio Aktieselskab (DRA)

Type Envelopes Description of Print
characteristiscs Year
1 White/grey envelope. No 1924
printer’s imprint
Logo on the back.
LB
2 Buff coloured envelope. 1926-27

Form. 23 D.R.A in bottom
left corner.
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Dansk Radio Aktieselskab (DRA)

Type

Message forms

Description of
characteristiscs

Print Year

ORMEE WMRADID ASTIESELSHAN

First message form made by
DRA. Used as an ordinary piece
of paper and so far no ocean let-
ters found before 1924.

Printers imprint: Nr. 9a. D.R.A.
1224 22 in bottom left and right
corners.

Colour: Buff

Size: 28,3 x 21,7 cm

Form, Ne.Ba. D.R.A

1334 22

1922

RADIO-BREV

Printers imprint: Nr. 9a. D.R.A.
500 24’ in bottom left corner.
Colour: Buff

Size: 28,3x21,7 cm

Form: Mr: 900 ILRLA
TR

1924




Dansk Radio Aktieselskab (DRA)

Type | Message forms Description of Print Year
characteristiscs
3 Printer’s imprint: Form. 9A. 1925
. D.R.A. 3765 25
dragrstion 83 Atz Seemee? Colour: Buff
tadivverct 1l Paathesergrise | Size: 28,3x21,7 cm.
Tk Jarg
RADIO-BREV
adleryrel nmiverd pas 5 PRPETASLAR N BfE et B8 KL BB Ohd i
i Sarraguatd Bolel Colmmpallie
Lwrd LURLE EEr.
eegligt wiille Velr. Teeer saged jes Mg . CFF 111 alls
ll'l';i g ermnds
Form. Nr. 8a, D RA.
a76a 25

4 Printer’s imprint: Form. 9A. 1926

Madiageratation %

Padlrwered 8 Porbessrgrie |

_RADIO-BREV

el frpwite? eimbavd sl 5 N Mafn Kl ind

D.R.A. 2288 26
Colour: Buff
Size: 28,3x21,7 cm.

Form. MNr. Ba. D.R.A.
FIRE 25
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Dansk Radio Aktieselskab (DRA)

Type

Message forms

Description of
characteristiscs

Print Year
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Logo moved to the middle of the
message form + several square
boxes to be filled out. The rule
for ocean letters printed on the
back.

Printer’s imprint at the bottom
both left and right. Form. Nr. 9.
D.R.A. 3601 26.

Colour: Buff
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New design with address below
the logo and conditions and ru-
les for ocean letters on the front.
Red print at top informing about
gift ocean letters.

Printer’s imprint: Form. 9 D.R.A.
in bottom left corner.

Colour: Buff

Size: A4

: '___F:q__rm: 4 DiR.A.

|25 i e

After 1932 as

gift ocean let-
ters started in
1932.




Dansk Radio Aktieselskab (DRA)

Type Message forms Description of Print Year
characteristiscs
7 ] New design in about half seize Late 30ies
RADIO BREV ype5.
- = — — Colour: Buff
3 : Size: 15,5 x 22,6 cm
e i e gy e Printer’s imprint: Form. 9.
Fradn 8 Ceanss | DR.A.
i B Cfallemapy LLimin
granrbirrreds @ Lalauiors
s s E Do brvwrt i L jent Da bar Dald resdlgied
B e Lelerils ek Sed adlirne e B PErmar ey
Wir 35 Tevay weve s 0 Seeenlald sley wenllget sy
Frupamr samarmis mpeclurm Ul maset garupen ep Tepsam 1
ooy wesilgeh bl en MilSes gre adruses sy Tuerl
Terlls ilees  Jessnegs
Ty 3 Form.9. D. R. A.
8 RADIO BREV Space at the bottom for sender’s | After WW II
= | : = - — name and address.
S P LT T o Ml Colour: Buff in a lighter shade
= S e o e than type 3
: T A T Size: 15,5 x 22,3 cm.
bl Waskinssster Vesdslbo Earesiaft Of8 J . ;. .
Eiakate midtuget ) Breen g 3000 BB Printer’s imprint: Form. 9.
hanisr Lkks med Anvissing D.R.A.
Emrliy Hilees agp Cys J
L1
Form. 9. D. R. A.
9 New design without conditions 1945-1950

_RADIO BREV

s r——— — ]

g

Bowwd Friroen o b i e s
L T e e— -

and rules for ocean letters.
Colour: Yellow

Size: 16,1 x 22,7 cm.

No printer’s imprint:
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Dansk Radio Aktieselskab (DRA)

Type | Message forms Description of Print Year
characteristiscs
10 Message form used for commu- 1936
nication between two ships

printed in bottom left corner.
Colour: Pink

Size: 18,1 x 21,1 cm.

Printer’s imprint: Nr. 7. D.R.A.
3486 36 in bottom left and right
corners




Dansk Radio Aktieselskab (DRA)

Type

Folded message forms

Description of
characteristics

Print
Year

>

Printer’s Imprint: D.R.A.
8.1928 100 Bl. a 100 Blade.
Printed for DRA even
though it looks just like
DFDS message forms. Se
next paragraph. Used by
DRA telegraph operators
that worked for DFDS.

D R. A 8228, 100 Bl 4100 Blads

1928

Cw fUldCD llltbdeC fUllll wdsS ill'
ired by DFDS. The reason for the
ew form was change of address.
rinter’s imprint 94166. Does not
»veal printing year but on the
ack the Dana expedition is men-
ion and this happened in 1928.
olour: Off-white

nd red

ize: 28,1 x 23,2

P Ao 29579 7

w

r—“ﬁﬂeﬂﬁ.‘:ﬂ

AKTIEFELFKAB

T

1931
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Dansk Radio Aktieselskab (DRA)

Type | Folded message forms Description of Print
characteristics Year
3 New design in white and 1931

DANER ARDD AT EELEEAS
B R B AREEESRTE B

o

O

RADIOBREW

DAREE PEDGE] MTIEEELFLLR

AFDELIND PO GRS BT

blue. on the back map show-

ing the Dana expedition.
Printer’s imprint 2743 31.
Colour: Off-white

and blue

Size: 28,1 x 23,5
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Det Forenede Dampskibs Selskab (DFDS)

Already in 1920 Det Forenede Dampskibs Selskab (DFDS), (the United Steamship Company),
established a separate radio division to keep track of the most modern development in the radio
business. They became the leading company when it comes to Danish ocean letters. Especially
with the introduction of short wave radios in 1927, they became the leaders, because they had the
routes Esbjerg- Harwich, and in the Kattegat the Aarhus-Copenhagen and Aalborg-Copenhagen
routes. On their daily tours they functioned as sailing radio stations and received ocean letters
and especially position telegrams sent as radio letters from the DFDS fleet from all over the world.
The DFDS ships also received ocean letters from other shipping companies, e.g. Maersk and East
Indian Company, being the major companies.

The ocean letters were posted on arrival mainly in the morning after the night voyage to Copen-
hagen, but also in rarer cases in Aarhus, Aalborg, and most rarely in Esbjerg. Position telegrams
sent as ocean letters were delivered by courier at the main office in Copenhagen, and never sent
through the ordinary mail.

Ocean letters were usually sent as ordinary first class mail but also sent as Sunday or express
mail at an additional fee. Sometimes the ocean letters are marked udlv. or udleveres plus a date,
which means that they were delivered on a special date and held back for delivery on that specific
day — usually a birthday greeting or for Mother’s Day.

From early 1928 DFDS had their own message forms printed. They were used both for ocean
letters and positions telegrams sent as ocean letters. When sent as a position telegram, the message
form was not sealed or closed with the special “perforation machine” which they used to close
on the right side of the letter when folded. The special perforation made it easier to tear open the
ocean letter. Position telegrams sent as ocean letters have no postage stamps because of the direct
delivery to the office in Copenhagen.

At first there are no printer’s imprint, but from June 1928 they have the printer’s imprint in
the bottom left corner, starting with a K. There is one type from August 1928 (type 3) which says
D.R.A. + type number. Either it shows how tightly knit DRA and DFDS are, or the printer was
printing the new message forms for DRA, which also happened in 1928, and forgot to change the
imprint even though the mes-
sage form has the DFDS logo
in blue in the top left corner.

DET FORENEDE DAHPEK[BB-SELSKA,B i All subsequent message forms
f

AKTIESELSKAR start with a K until the format
RADIOBREV . is changed in 1932, and they
"""T‘_“* | now start with F.E.B. The letters

' . J must refer to the printer. From
Indleveret ombord paa (S 0L Nr./ Datold WA 18 ord /2 1932 they are in an A4 format
{ ) and only sealed with a paper la-
'1"<___ y bel and no more the perforator.
il . Affeveret til Afil \ d. The ocean letters were
e —— — ——= handed in to the post offices

together with the ordinary
mail from the ship and there-
fore most often have paquebot
stamps plus a date stamp.

AL !

Modtagerstation |8

Afskrevet /

The first position telegrams sent as radio letters were like the ocean letters as seen on type 1 on the next page. This
one is a position telegram from 1931, when they had reduced them to half seize. Several later ones were printed in
different designs and colours.
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Det Forenede Dampskibs Selskab (D.F.D.S.)

Type Folded message forms Description of | Print Year
characteristics

1 & No printer’s imprint. 1928
= Blank page on the back. | Earliest date
»w Colour: Off-white - is 29/2-1928.

jt'b cream
: = Size: 31,5 x 25,5
ladtrre} pmbend pisa s A D g~ ET (1]
Multeprratatin /% CPA E'!E!'I. dastloeorst B Pnsbrsseprive i
2 Printer’s imprint: 1928

Islerer smbond pas o5 b reninda A [

et steom iIh

IRTHS Lnfievered W Pinthoiergehe i

K.1782.6.28.100Bl. in
bottom left corner
Advertisement for their
holiday trips on the
back.

Colour: Off-white -
cream

Size: 31,5 x 25,5

Rated and sent as
an express delivery.

K AT82.6.28.10081.
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Det Forenede Dampskibs Selskab (D.F.D.S.)

Type Folded message forms Description of | Print Year
characteristics
3 Printer’s imprint: 1928
«q Aclbore D.R.A.8-28 100 BL. a
Y 100 Blade
= : ﬁffx __nf Blank page on the back.
ER AR Colour: Off-white -
NS i cream
e Size: 31,5 x 25,5
_ : ’ Ocean letter sent
T bl LR sty 7 pan. 7 b Wy s abroad.
M X [ i
i fon o e R O AL
P B R e G A Pl SRR Y
A Er eIy "_-"='-"_<---_'-"-_=‘:f _....'-.- ‘._, ! -".:
2 _'I_:___{__._, ._o'?r LR ,._x. Ll <t f A
D ROA 838 100 BL i 00 Biads,
4 S Printer’s imprint: 1929
K.1108.4.29.100 BL.

Maitwrision % BALAORONNS

- " ~” Y
Profiereret csbend paa < (4 FTERTC AL e S g K1 Ond =

Advertisement for their
routes on the back
Colour: Off-white -
cream

Size: 31,5 x 25,5

FLTIGE, 4200081,




Det Forenede Dampskibs Selskab (D.F.D.S.)

Type

Folded message forms

Description of | Print Year

characteristics

5

dedlereied

Muliepestiton 14

il

A Taekonk 18 . 3

Iain o o ¥

Tt Bl Pestbrasminlie :-___-(ifdeu-p-

Yok
Ptk

PR A 75 Benifatls

Farire

Printer’s imprint: 1930
K.374.2.30.30 Bl. Re-
print of type 4.
Advertisement for their
routes on the back
Colour: Off-white -
cream

Size: 31,5 x 25,5

e
- FRAGY: OG FASSAGTREUTEN
o Sy o 445
. - = :

K.374.2.30.308l.

Indireesid smpond pas [

£ Tisigsm

_ndlerwret b Pasthrwntgolne |

g Asi ALMINDELLEE |

TRAVE)  laRevroRs A

LT T £
o

Filaklald

Tordingberg

Fradaris BNy JLT [lady 1 KL Ol B&

Ealevile we a10 val ALlein

Printer’s imprint: 1930
K.1182.4.30.30B1. Re-
print of type 4-5.
Advertisement for their
routes on the back

Colour: Off-white -

cream
Size: 31,5 x 25,5

k FIEAGE: B0 FARSAL ERHETER
L, Sy
;‘é‘- o o
o "E —= = e T

Bagstnaiasy Baniinn

1

PLATEZE30,300.
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Det Forenede Dampskibs Selskab (D.F.D.S.)

Type

Folded message forms

Description of |Print Year
characteristics

7

T

tnaBrvrel bl pas T8 [T Ny Elatui [ Onf

Peckpeien Sy - x|

Printer’s imprint: 1930
K.1879.6.30.100.Bl.
Advertisement for their
routes and holiday pas-
sages on the back
Colour: Off-white -
cream

Size: 32,5 x 25,5

Local rate for
delivery inside the
postal district of
Copenhagen.

FERIEREISER

i AvET
L

L B79,020.100. 54

7a

T

Margrethe Hansen

Stegemark

Afdippey ber!

CLURR R R A R

¥egEN

W Kan Brevet ikke strals Hev i
| ; 3 ¢ straks ufleveros,
| }bﬂf returneres det til Des forenedo
E.— Danmpskihs-Selsiznh, Kobuwnhavn

When correctly folded, the red print looks like this. It looks
like it is a red rubber stamp.

The same message 1930
for as type 7, but with
print added at the
bottom of the sheet, so
when folded it appears
below the address, sta-
ting return address in
case of non delivery.

FERIEREJS FR

et ar
e e s | et S

Trsala

e
FRAGT: 00 FASSAGERRUTER




Det Forenede Dampskibs Selskab (D.F.D.S.)

Type

Folded message forms

Description of |Print Year

characteristics

8

Iafrvert embesd pas

Medaprratanss

Iraflererrd il Jatbemsryalss i

Printer’s imprint: 1930
K.3764.11.30.100BI.
Advertisement for their
routes and holiday pas-
sages on the back and
now with printed infor-
mation in black about
returned letters like the
stamp on type 7.
Colour: Off-white
-cream

Size: 32,5 x 25,5

TRAGT: 06 PASSAGIR.HITIN

M. ATE4:11.30.1008!1.

MR T

Habagrataine QL F. THATET

e

Jl'

4

[ T [i=]

Truirrsrel i i brmrrelee §

1931

Printer’s imprint:
K.2032.7.31.100BL.
This is a reprint of
type 8

Colour: Off-white
-cream

Size: 32,5 x 25,5

Red cross indicates a
Sunday letter.

[ Y
FRAGT: 0G PASSAGER.RUTER

K.2032.7.31.6001.
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Det Forenede Dampskibs Selskab (D.F.D.S.)

Type

Folded message forms

Description of
characteristics

Print Year

10

Pndferin? ambard paa T i Lo P N 4

e ...-\ = _"__:f:'i__ﬁ
:. :.I - -

Mocageratation G4 ¥ Thotgen R o e —

Printer’s imprint:
K.2825.9.31.100Bl.

This is a reprint of type
8-9

Colour: Off-white
-cream

Size: 32,5 x 25,5

On the front is writ-
ten: Udlev 6/11, which
means that it was not to
be delivered until 6 No-
vember. It was possible
to request a delivery on
a certain day, e.g. on a
birthday.

WAz, 3. 50l

1931

11

gﬁ dmm E
CLE

Tiesk 1
Eills Epmgmmagués &

Eshem 03

Jathererer b Pt b lis i

Snkosser Frikwvies Pendag 19,00 Milses

dunE

Printer’s imprint:
K.3572.11.31.100BI.
This is a reprint of type
8-9-10

Colour: Off-white
-cream

Size: 32,5 x 25,5

Red cross and rubber
stamp indicates it is a

Sunday letter.

1931

Fummama fresen

FRAGT: Ok PASSAGEE. KUTFE

K.3572.11.31.1 0081,




Det Forenede Dampskibs Selskab (D.F.D.S.)

Type

Folded message forms

Description of
characteristics

Print Year

12

i} pg Adiwhaums Agaias

i bdminp ol Poitrmiekas, prbe

OES | Fam bowr fikn chevens,

mbiwi duf seg O sDer farescde

Damnbit- Soliboiyd, Kabsnhnss

indinverst ambord pan (0T g
Modogeridoiion 3

Udinlwfonaret 1

Hr.* ot -

Indlevaiat il Povbasergelye |

From this print from
1932 the sheets were
now folded and had a
flap at the top left that
might be bent around
and sealed with the
square DFDS label.

It was now a smaller
seize (A4), a seize they
kept until the service
stopped.

This type was used
until 1934. There might
be reprints, but so far
no varieties have been
detected.

No printer’s imprint
Colour: Off-white
-cream

Size: A4

1932

13

Kom Biwest kb flevme,
Adviamteny Adraaes

)
lhe kendue @f Pt misaas, e

rmipy et cwag. F sDat el
fampicka. Salvhnts, Esbanbovn

Obs.!

& P Hermaiacff e |

indlpweret cmbord p-u‘ 3 M

1 Easjer
Medingersiotion g .

i) erg
i

indlevaret 6l Postbasargelse don 5

Printer’s imprint:

F.E.B. 6-34. 250 BL.
Printer’s imprint is
placed in the middle of
the sheet on the left just
below the address.
Colour: Off-white
-cream

Size: A4

1934

FLE-B. 8-34. 260 0L,
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Det Forenede Dampskibs Selskab (D.F.D.S.)

Type Folded message forms Description of |Print Year
characteristics
14 I Printer’s imprint: 1936
13]1 F.E.B. 5-36. 250 BI.
155 it Colour: Off-white
HE‘?{ " - -cream
Eg-: E-i LEiF iR Size: A4
Sl sharie
Indissnrat smbard pan By 4.8 rereRtorid Hr, 2 Date E7/7 Did 11
Modiogardation 0 fndlwverad Hl Foalbeaargabin des
Pl hisvig
F. E. B, B-86, 250 BL.
15 Printer’s imprint: 1937
F.E.B.12-37.250 Bl.,, a
100 Blade. Form. 446
Colour: Off-white
-cream
Size: A4
Sunday ocean letter.
Indiaverat ombord poa 4 Wistule
Mnﬁup-l:mlim? . ladlavaret Hl Portbosrpelse den




Det Forenede Dampskibs Selskab (D.F.D.S.)

Type Folded message forms Description of |Print Year
characteristics
16 T X St Printer’s imprint: 1939
| kb a F.EB.739.250Bl, &
HH P 14 100 Blade. Form. 446
E%Ev § o Colour: Off-white
533 ?@ Pesl[iwi THriis .'-_-."::n; -cream
ri p—— Size: A4
Oiéé TnardAnrh Puiedrne
Idtevernl cnbard poc® 4 TETES Mr. B Do 1171 50y R0
Madsngeitonon &AL BELE Indisveant Bl Povbersgeine den L2
Tatnlly Jul of gedi Fjiear —
i1 val .....l'.!...lhr{'::
LI SR
F E B.7.39. 250 B, & 100 Blode Form. 446
17 = e - B Printer’s imprint: 1948
HHE| Rodiobrer 0\ (GR1- F.E.B.1.48.100 Bl &
HiR T . 100 Blade. Form. 446.
Egi; i = Colour: Off-white
i xi & -cream
Esii . Size: Ad
Oi:
edlgvaret embord pan 4 Br Dol 22 Ord 05
Madsganitain 1 Indisvaret ] Paslbasargelie don el s
i
FoE B L 48 100 BL 4100 Blade, Form, 446
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Det Forenede Dampskibs Selskab (D.F.D.S.)

Type Folded message forms Description of | Print Year
characteristics
18 — . Printer’s imprint: K 1948
T Raclidev] . % Ie=s 3219 12.48. 20000 Form.
L 1y
e - 446
343 W Ly E, Colour: Off-white
'.'1..5; 1 -cream
g EE.:E oM Size: A4
bnallgwaent mishped pma @ jy Fwlis B . gl Al 1%:’4 15
g o Frederiksliaen™ e
[P —— Roallerit B Postbesssigeles den 15 JURI 1LY
i Kﬂf.lm:lf.n:ih'fl
ER e i S
. 'ﬁ. P 3319 13,68 20600 Fonm, 448
-*#; ,'_.
19 — Printer’s imprint: K 1949
o F S --Ei !‘J Raé'—"'ﬂm{'—*_@v 3656 11.49. 5000 Form.
21 _;;: o ST g g ".'I ;I' . 446a
:i I 24 =5 Colour: Off-white
1 e S -cream
_Ej : N— Size: A4
o'-i-ié Frajanvad 165..0:0
== This type 446a seems to
be a special print used
for special occasions,
il i - Bl T WO T pas 13 gy 10 in this case a Christmas

ladhvsnst 1 Pricessripilin o

DET FOREMEDE DAMPSKIBS-SELSKAR

AETIRSELIKAN

greeting.

ARG 9. 40 8003, Form. 44dn,




Det Forenede Dampskibs Selskab (D.F.D.S.)

Type

Folded message forms

Description of

Print Year

characteristics
20 F T, Printer’s imprint: K 1950
Gaanit P Radiobrev 1345 4.50. 20000 Form.
i I Fradalbory S 446 |
;ﬁ" i 1x3 T Colour: Off-white
E’; '—_‘} : Dl s K. LETRARIRN -Cream
) | Bl ..
E. , D13l YARIASEED, Size: A4
SO0R0HE.
Irafwssns smbord pus B Vemssusls M, M Oein 2 0Og N
Peladiugarrtatar s M W1 P, Prior el ol Pstbaimiples doe  ZRT
j EHa
Tan Ta) ElL Tuba tar verei I Tewyork san Dag Sar 4o%
g0ds bvsd mr horghilds kusimes sdresss 1 Newyori
Rils Chrisgen of Docghild,
Erling,
e
21 V] Printer’s imprint: K481 | 1953

Freflavarst ontod pas i e He

W Bt et Blrvimin,
i ey i

D Ko ol Prdhrwpenial Fkimionrei
" T

Obs.l

Oaia F1 Ol

brfaveent il Pochepabin den

2.53. 20000 Form. 446
Colour: Off-white
-cream

Size: A4

K. 481.2.84.20000, Form. 445
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DFEDS Christmas/New Years Ocean Letters/Cards

From about 1927 Marconi experimented with special Christmas ocean letters (see section on
Marconi). DFDS took up this service in 1929, which is the earlies date for a Christmas ocean letter
found so far. These Christmas and also New Year greeting ocean letters do not look especially
'Christmassy’, but a couple of them rather gloomy.

They were sent at the minimum rate as they had agreed on a number of standart greetings at-
tached to a number. This can be seen for example from the official instruction from the state radio
when they also took over sending Christmas letters sent directly to the land radio stations. In the
instruction from 1935 there are the following greeetings:

1) Hermed @nsket om en gleedelig Jul og et godt Nytaar, Hilsen,

2) Mange gode Onsker for Julen og det nye Aar, keerlig Hilsen,

3) Keerligste Julehilsner, mine Tanker er hjemme, Hilsen,

4) Lykke og Fred i Julen anskes af

5) Med @nsket om en glaedelig Jul og et godt Nytaar sendes de venligste Hilsener,
6) De bedste Onsker for det nye Aar med Tak for det gamle,

7) Haaber det nye Aar vil bringe Held og Lykke,

8) Med Dnsket om et godt og lykkebringende Nytaar, Hilsen.

These are the same greetings found on the DFDS Christmas ocean letters found before 1934,
when the Danish state took over and allowed ocean letters to be transmitted form ships to a land
station on the same terms as ocean letters from ship to ship to shore. It is therefore likely that the
Danish State Telegraph continued and imitated the service already established by DFDS. Christmas
ocean letters were sent at a special cheap price, and what helped to make it cheap was that you
only had to telegraph the digit, e.g. 5, and they would know which standard greeting to write on
the card.

As earlier mentioned the first Christmas Ocean letter/postcard is from 1929, and so far 8 have
been found from 1929, 1930, 1931, 1932, 1933 1937, and 1952. It is most likely that there are more
from the missing years, but some might also be reused just like the Danish state radio did when
they started their service in 1934. They used the same cards until they ran out of the printed post-
cards. So far only one envelope has been found, so it is hard to guess what they looked like, and if
not sent in ordinary DFDS envelopes, there might exist special envelopes for these Christmas ocean
greetings like the one shown with the printed JULERADIOBREYV, type 8.



DEDS Christmas/New Years Ocean Letters/Cards

Type

Message form

Description

Year

1

Folded card
with illustra-
tion on the

1929

" (ETPRELATT

Lhha

Wandimgrt hatisn

Fasllew. 1] Plasbbsiwegsios i

b Hr: Thor Tharjansen

BuzaabiTadan Tlagelunia Tkov

=langoTup Ti

Had Progket om en glmdellg Jul

gg at god: Nytaar sandsn Oa
imsligata Ellpacar

Par

front and
message on
page 3.
H..ln:-h
P A HERTE AR
Dhais ‘?4’,5’:»4 2
M b= 5 ,,f'&k/?u:w
s, %:I.. Tl
- iy _.4“’4,;{{‘;'{;”
P,
Bty
wbtpal Sl P A
Sl 1-;#“»_- 3 gndi
Lita ladls dbndes £ Etioglds
J.gﬂ',".l-.u-'
T
This type is 1930
creinnss a folded card
like type 1
mifio-Hrew, .
i and like type
aiTos. smbard e %5 ARASTLTEE : .
! ot Ft i 1 with two
nels Falan 1930,
— blank pages.
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DFEDS Christmas/New Years Ocean Letters/Cards

Type | Message form Description | Year
3 This type is 1931
a folded card
like type 1
RADILO-BREYVY and 2 and
(TEEPSrar g Ex=a Mavak .2 hke type
Flts LA 6 S land 2 with
bt e T s two blank
Frk Anna Bsrenses pages'
Harkve] A
Ued @neket om an rigtig
gledalig Jul og et godt Eytasr
mendee de Mwrllgste Hilsener
Charles
4 Unused card 19327
and therefore
immpossible
to date. 1932-
33 is a good
guess.
5 1933
New type
with map

on front and
message on
both inside
pages. Red
map colour.
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DFEDS Christmas/New Years Ocean Letters/Cards

Type | Message form Description | Year
RDIO-BREW

Imdlimnrey o bt m.-.. o AT fagy i O lu./"-"rf - FF

Mihariniion | B Kmgn 3

™ z"n:": L 1 r T b e

S p o sagn
':' . ."'. )- o’ - _
: I e 3
6 Folded card 1934

with blank
back and
blank page 2

DET FOREMEDE DAMPSKIBS-SELSKABR A5

KIDBENHKAYH
RADIO-BREYV

: Torm
Indlevarat ambord pan 85 LVET Mr. ol

1 b3
Kediogeniation ks 5. Aalbe rInue

Tii Harr Mials Pestar Foged
Nyvengeval 28
Randars

Hermad Pnskst cm an gladellp Jul og at godt
Hytaar, Hllaan

utte
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DFEDS Christmas/New Years Ocean Letters/Cards

Type

Message form

Description

Year

7

GET FOSERESE BaReERIRL. SELERAR
[Hee—

Farmeam®

ladirvaret pmbenill s |8

RAD|O-

BREV

Tt

Medigmuaiin (¥

Mg | Astborghus”

[,
D e T s e

[Ty

Lindely op Omith

Aoncar Felledyed O

Eabenhinym 3.

Jul s #% godt nylast,

Printer’s
imprint
5000.11.48
Revival of
type 5 with
map on front
and mes-
sage on both
inside pages.
Map in yel-
low colour
in contrast to

type 5

1948




DEDS Christmas/New Years Ocean Letters/Cards

Type

Message form

Description

Year

8

RADIO-BREV

S w73

Mabpmeme 1 1x pAtlborEtioie” e 23 PEC 1952

f Yamilien Thomsen Kcosemogads I3
Froderiain

Hsr=ed maket em on gledalip ful of 8t gedt mytasr
LaREET

Ialf

juf:'ra-:ﬁvﬁrw
& TP
i v Fumilien Thomosn
; 4 ~ Yompemsgade 13
_, P

retd 32
Froaderiein,

Top folded
card - blank
on the back
and ene-
velope with
printed
Juleradiobrev
(Christmas
ocean letter)
on the front

1952
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Gift Ocean Letters

118

Denmark was the first country to
extend the ocean letter service to gift
ocean letters. On 1 April 1933 one of
the leading members in Dansk Radio
Aktieselskab (DRA), chief engineer Chr.
Gerald founded GAVE-TELEGRAM Inc.
He had by then got permission from the
Danish State Telegraph to operate a gift
ocean letter service, which is ocean letters
sent with a gift. DRA lent Chr. Gerald
the money to start the firm, provided
that he favoured DRA ships. Company
address was the same as DRA and they
even used their stationary with a rubber
stamp in the beginning as seen in figure
1. The company made its own message
forms almost from the beginning and the
early material is scarce.

The arrangement was as follows: Ships
were yearly supplied with a catalogue
of the available gifts and these gifts were
numbered in the catalogue (see figure
2). It was therefore only necessary to
telegraph the number of the gift, fill out
the message form and send it to GAVE-
TELEGRAM A/S. They saw to it that the
gift and the ocean letter were sent in a

Fugure 1. Front and back of letter dated 8 April 1933, 7 days after
the foundation of the company. Local Sunday letter 10 ore + 10
ore Sunday fee. Gave-Telegram A/S used a rubber stamp on DRA
stationary the first days.

i
o
—
e
-—
—
i
i

Figure 2. Catalogue and a page from Gave-Telegram A/S. The firm changed name in 1950 to Gave Radio.

letter by mail or by courier.

Figure 3 shows an envelope sent to GAVE-TELEGRAM A/S. It contained the gift ocean letters
one of the DFDS ships had received on board the ship, and on arrival in Copenhagen, the letter was

sent to GAVE-TELEGRAM A/S.

On 1 April 1934 the Danish State Telegraph opened up an ocean letter service so you could send
ocean letters from ship to a telegraph station on land directly. The service was on exactly the same



terms as if it was an ocean letter sent from ship to ship and then posted in the port of arrival. There-
fore, GAVE-TELEGRAM A/S was also included in the official regulations and instruction from the
Danish Post and Telegraph.

Instruks for Bevaegelige Radiostationer ombord i Skibe eller Luftfartojer (fartsjsstationer), maj
1935

Radiobreve fra Skibe kan tillige sendes som Gave-Telegrammer, men Befordringen omfatter kun Radio-
brevenes Modtagelse paa Kyststationen (eller den indenrigske Rutebaad), og deres Udsendelse pr. Post til
Gave-Telegram A/S, medens selve Gavens Ekspedition besorges af Gave-Telegram A/S, og Afregningen af
Gavebelabet sker mellem dette Selskab 0og vedkommende Selskab eller Rederi, der har Driften af Radiostatio-
nen. Foran Adressen anfores den takstpligtige tjenstlige Angivelse =Gaveradiobrev=. Radiobrevet, for hvilket
der beregnes et seerligt Ekspeditionsgebyr af 50 Dre pr. Gave, der tilfalder Gave-Telegram A/S, adresseres
»Gavetele-gram Kebenhavn«. Denne Ordning geelder ikke for Feeraerne.

This instruction states how gift radio letters should be sent to Gave-Telegram A/S. This was in all
subsequent official instructions until November 1955, the first instruction after Segave, a compe-
ting firm, had started their business.

Although this being an official instruction it mentions that these ocean letters should be treated
in the same way whether they originated from the DFDS ships in Danish waters or sent directly to
the land radio station. It also says that the message form should be marked =Gaveradiobrev= (Gift
ocean letter) and that the rate to be paid for this service was 50 ore that was to be paid to GAVE-
TELEGRAM A/S. This is a quite unique way of having a private firm mentioned and incorporated
in official state instructions. They remained in the official instructions until the instruction in 1955,
because now a competing company SYGAVE A/S had be founded and provided the same service.
Therefore, the state could no longer give preferential treatment to just the one firm and therefore
none were mentioned in the following instructions.

On some of the ocean letters it is clearly seen whether they are sent ship to ship to shore or di-
rectly from ship to shore. If they are before 1 April 1934 they can only be sent ship to ship to shore,
but afterwards it is difficult to distinguish, especially when they stopped mentioning the receiving
ship/station on the message forms, but only mention the ship the ocean letter is sent from. Therefor
all the types are catalogued here, as they all might be ship to ship to shore gift ocean letters. GAVE-
TELEGRAM A/S changed name to Gave Radio in 1950 and ceased to exist 1 August 1958 when it
was taken over by a flower company, so all later gift ocean letters can only be found sent from ship
to shore directly.

fo

Gavatalegrem 4/

8
Amalisgads= 33

Ebhvn X

DET FORENEDE DAMFPSKIBS-SELSKAB
AKTIESELSKAR
K@BENHAYN K

Figure 3. Letter which contained gift ocean letters sent to the Aalborg-Copenhagen ship posted on arrival in Copenhagen to
Gavetelegram, which handled the rest of the service, sending the gift and the ocean letter.
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Gift Ocean Letters

Type Message form Description Year
1 Quite early Gave-Telegram 1933
had their own printed

GAV
AMALEGADE 33

GAVE-RADIOBREY

woa et pmherd per

lpiagilatin

Nam

SEND DERES GAVE
pr.TELEGRA.M
Blgwmta
Chabslode

Chgaras
Mg Crover

GAVEXOET
N
CANE. TELEGRAMMER

modiages poo sk Talugeo!-
st | Danmarh sk beidles

pe- TELEFCN
C.13578

IMOHENT CFUTSMING

-

message forms. The
message forms usually fol-
lowed the gift, in this case
flowers from S/S Margrethe
to Copenhagen. The first
message form had no
printer’s imprint and little
text in the left column of
the paper.

Printer’s imprint: none
Colour: Creamy
Size: 23,2x28,5

AV o

AMALIFCADE 13

GAVE-RADIOBREY

SEND DERES GAVE
pr. TELEGRAM

Fle—aen
=Ll
it

Ess de Coliges
Couled - s
Frcw Ciawer
CAVERDRT

GAVETELECRAMMES
bl - Siakansn, iy e

GAVITTLEGRAMMER

[ e ] » Jawh
[

Paread bagan frs Mlgaearar

o 1019155

Printer’s imprint: 20527
in the bottom left corner
Colour: Creamy

Size: 23,2x28,5

The second type has

more text in the left
column.

Ly

1934

120




Gift Ocean Letters

Type

Message form

Description

Year

3

SEND DERES GAVE
pr. TELEGRAM

B
Chebolads
Cigarer

Ems da Cologen
Cod = S
Moty Copee
R VERCRT

CAVE-TEEGRAMMER
i St e, Tawte
B e

OAVETELECR A MMER
et chrwss s ast oy lebwpead
et ol Brstlles e, Bolalun
Vil Bemlag g libhs judingen

STATITILECRARTN

[N Ny E— ——
prdin, bl Copey Doy s i
(N Y AR AR

pismsl o sy sele B Adbsmses

ALl ¢
TEAEFOR

GAVE-RADIOBREY

Frk. Yomm Jacoiden

FPymagade 1.

AMALIECADT 313

Lalkh

L L mmlBf1 1937

Bostagiveten:  BlaAvacd Tadis

tiwimad biger by Msmdeee i -EBTLSTTE

Emzre Tarmn

Hlertelig Tillyike sed Fedenlsdegen smskam dig

in the bottom right
corner of the column
Colour: Creamy
Size: 23,2x28,5

This type has a differnt
text in the left column.

EEE ]

Printer’s imprint: 26530

1936

SEND DERES GAVE
pr. TELEGRAM
ey

e Crbogr

CAVE I CEAMMER
ks | g gen ey s

s Ko dos bt T bl

CAVE TRLEGEA WadEn

- iy ps T
[ S S N T —
STATATELECR A TEH

AMALITGADE 1

GAVE-RADICBREY o

IrErmie r———

[CHE V-

Farmad tupe e Almedur

Printer’s imprint: 34646
in the bottom right
corner of the column
Colour: Creamy
Size: 23,2x28,5

616

1938
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Gift Ocean Letters

Type Message form Description Year
5 % Printelj’s imprint: 1938
i‘ﬂ 36359 in the bottom left

tarnngrin 1907]
iy B nE ny ]

[T TR S

R R e e R R R T, o

Omberd i Bave- Ratistrew

Telogram Fape

corner. Colour: Creamy
and brown

Size: 22,4x21 cm. with
a flap.

In 1938 Gave-Telegram
A/S changed the design
of their letters/message
forms completely. They
were downsized like

the message forms from
DFDS. They still shared
the same address as DRA.
The first of the new types
- type 5 - has an anchor in
the top right corner, rope,
ship and palms.

biLas ]

A R A

FEarctelegram

E Afwrndt fra

Telrgram Sese ; 5

y EHELE Twhs & kngsai 1vF s Bunet Niemster

Printer’s imprint:

40110 in the bottom left
corner. Colour: Creamy
and brown

Size: 22,4x21 cm. with
a flap.

Type 6 - has an anchor in
the top right corner, rope,
ship and palms, but differs
from type 5 by having a
new text under the rope.

o

1938

(LYY - ol Mhs b S

e <

Sabretebrgram ka (1 (Fatie

122

Printer’s imprint: 7?2?62 0
in the bottom left corner.
Colour: Creamy and
brown

Size: 22,5x21 cm. with

a flap.

After the war in 1947
Gave-Telegram A/S had
changed to a totally new
design - still with the
anchor and the same logo,
but now with a picture

of Kronborg Castle in El-
sinore. Notice that they
have now moved to a new
address and no longer tied
to DRA.

1938-39




Gift Ocean Letters

Type

Mes

sage form

Description

Year

8

T, o e e e
AR e

e

e i'r.: .fi‘—.‘@:_

No printer’s imprint.
Colour: Creamy and
brown

Size: 22,5x21 cm. with
aflap

In 1950 the firm changed
its name into Gave-Radio
(Gift Radio) and changed
their logo into a more
light one, but with more
or less the same elements
as the previous one. The
message form returned to
the old one with ship and
palms and the horizontal
line is different from the
old type 5. In the top right
corner now a swallow
with a white dot on its
body.

1950

10

Gavetclegram fra
Eardag

Bagablld Jimms

Raupmevy] 55

Hakakor

No printer’s imprint.
Colour: Creamy and
brown

Size: 22,4x21 cm. with
a flap.

Around 1952 Gave-Radio
(Gift Radio) and had a
new print made - type 9.
The message form is the
same as type 8. In the top
right corner still a swallow
with a white dot on its
body, but text added at
the bottom that at compla-
ints the ship name should
be given.

1952

S ot W St
u-.-n-c::__‘

e ﬁ&ﬁhdﬁﬁ_eﬁ?ﬁ_ﬂ

Laggrre | of

i e

o Hielses
Grirup Jagtve] 88/F,1. Chlls
Sare
2,/7 alt wal ExsligeueT
.-:"'.q-*
M—u"‘

No printer’s imprint.
Colour: Creamy and
brown

Size: 23x21,1 cm. with
a flap.

In 1954 Gave-Radio (Gift
Radio) had a new print
made

- type 10. The message
form is the same as type
8 and 9. In the top right
corner still a swallow but
now no white dot on its
body. The logo and the
text below have been
shifted to the left and the
typography is slightly
different.

1954

123



Gift Ocean Letters

Type

Message form

Description

Year

11

No printer’s imprint.
Colour: Creamy and
brown

Size: 23x21,1 cm. with
a flap.

In 1955 Gave-Radio (Gift
Radio) and had a new
print made. The message
form is the same as type 8,
9, and 10. In the top right
corner there is now a floral
ornament. The logo has
again been changed into a
more solid, dark one and
the horizontal line is now
dotted in a different way.

1955

12

No printer’s imprint.
Colour: Creamy and
brown

Size: 23x21,1 cm. with
a flap.

In December 1955 Gave-
Radio (Gift Radio) moved
to a new address therefore
had a new print made -
type 12. The message form
is a new design with the
Little Mermaid, ship and
Copenhagen skyline. In
the top right corner there
is now an anchor like
types 5, 6, and 7. The old
address was blotted out
and the new one printed.

1955

13

124

No printer’s imprint.
Colour: Creamy and
brown

Size: 23x21,1 cm. with
a flap.

In December 1955 Gave-
Radio (Gift Radio) moved
to a new address therefore
had a new print made -
type 13. The message form
like type 12 design with
the Little Mermaid, ship
and Copenhagen skyline,
an anchor like types 5, 6,
and 7. The logo has been
diminished and the correct
address under it.

1955-56




Gift Ocean Letters

Type Message form Description Year
14 No printer’s imprint. 1956
3 L] Colour: Creamy and
= brown
Fen By brile? Nislem Size: 23x21,1 cm. with
U7, Holarve I3 a flap.

- Late 1956 Gave-Radio
(Gift Radio) moved

to a new address and
therefore had a new print
made. The message form
v8s Borea 17 1-1987 b blscnieTavs is like type 13 with the
Little Mermaid, ship and
Copenhagen skyline, and
an anchor like types 5, 6,
and 7. The logo has been
diminished and the correct
address under it.

Savetelegram fra Thale Hhowe

15 No printer’s imprint. 1959
Colour: White
Size: 19x21,3 cm.
GAYE-RADID Fru Ella Dacaaty
Because of financial
problems Gave-Radio was
sold and taken over by In-
terflora on 1 August 1958.
They kept the name and
i continued the business

GAE Blcester T from the same address,

RIS LGOS B R L but made big changes to
the envelopes and mes-
sage forms. Being mainly
flowers they delivered,
they used their usual
envelopes with their logo
but different text, and kept
the logo from the message
form from Gave-Radio.

GAVETELEGNAw Fas ST Deaskorg MEeT, 5, 1oy T=61 gHEHiE UDemAST D

Eriks

16 32674 No printer’s imprint. 60ies
els i Colour: White

Size: 15x21,3 cm.

GAYE-RADIO
BETRANLOADE 1T In October 1969 Gave-
P, AR Radio was liquidated but
TELEFTS: THIA BE 8 - 55 T8 Torvet, they tried to carry on for

5070 Ergakdbing. . .
two years as a trial perlod,

but results were not satis-
factory, so the firm was
aaveTeisgaau Frea  "Jappoesen Maprok" woorssere, 7.5.57. oo utemsaT o, pnarest. ﬁnaﬂy closed in 1971.
eV Hlomator.

Esrs Bette op Jam hiber I bar det godt, aflgening antageileg 25/ Gave-Radio and Gave

ellars alt vol kerlig hilsen = Finn ++ Telegram items are scarce,
so there might easily be a
few more types than the
ones catalogued here.

125



