The Queensland Royal Malil

The Queensland Royal Mail
Colin Tabeart, APR

Forerunners

186671 an experimental service Queensland was always taihdCharlie on the normal packet route
from the UK via Egypt and the southern ports of Albany, Adelaide, Melbourne and Syldnigyed successive
Queensland administrations to fund separate services north about via Torres Strait to connect with the P&O
steam service at whatever point was most converieB66 an experimental service opened between Brisbane
and Batavia, opetad very erratically by two small steam ships, Hero and theSouchaysBetween Batavia
and Singapore the mail waspposed to have been carried by the French Messageries Imperiales, but in practice
usually by the Dutch Nederlanstidische Stoomvaart Maschappij line. At Singapore the mail connected
with the UK eitherby the P&O servicer by the French Messageries ImperialEsere were only five voyages
by this experimental servicevhich terminated owing to lack of funds by the Queensland Governfaght.
details will be found in Reference 1, where the only known cover to have been carried on this service is
illustrated.(In the 5 years since this was written a second cover has been found, with an adhesive missing.)
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Fig 1. Front and back of the only cover known to the Author to have travelled by the experimental service
to Batavi a. Endor Saudhays Ma a | Ms t e3pickaysdeft Brisbane on 6 Apr, arriving
Batavia 27 Apr. Capitole of the Messageries Imperiales left Batavia 30 Apr to Singapore 4 May. Imperatrice of the
same company left Singapore 4 May to Suez 27 May and Peluse left Alexandria 29 May to Marseilles 4 Jun.
Prepaid 10d for the %20z rate via Marseilles.

1873 to 1880i the Eastern & Australian Mail Steamship Company. In these yearan excellent
monthly service was provided by the Eastern & Australiggag Ship Company(E&A) between Brisbane and
Singapore, the connection with the UK being completmahllyby the P&O servicebut on occasion by French
steamers ofhe Messageries MaritimeBhe contract for this service was pushed through a reluctant Queensland
parliament by the fasighted Governor, the Marquis of Normanby, who was one of the early users of the mail
service, as illustrated by the cover bel@wll details of the E&A service will be found in Reference 1.
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Fig 2. 1874 cover from the Governor of Queensland, George Augustus Constantine Phipps,
Marquis of Normanby &c &c to his sister, Lady Constantine Phipps.
Endorsed via Torres Straits & Brindisi, prepaid the 9d single rate introduced for that route on 27 Dec
1870. Left Brisbane 29 Mar per E&A ss Bentan to Singapore 16 Apr, thence per P&O ships Avoca,
Bokhara & Malta to Brindisi 22 May, mails in London 24 May. Backstamped at Whitby 25 May.

The E&A contract ended in 1880, the Company declining to extend for a further period for commercial
reasons. Queensland now sought a new partner, and found one in the British India Steam Navigation Company.

The Queensland Royal Maill881i 1895?

The Queensland Royal Mail (QRM) contract was between the Government of Queensland and the
British India Steam Navigation Compariyhe initial route for the maifine steamers was Londeflymouth
NaplesAdenColomboeBatavia, and then Thursday Island, Cookio Townsville, Bowen, Rockhampton or
Keppel Bay, ending up at Brisbane. Initially the mails were to go via Brindisi and P&O to Singapore, whence by
British India branch line steamers to Batavia, taking about 2 days, to be picked up there by the main line
steamer. The return route was to be a reciprocal of that, exchanging mails again at Batavia for Singapore and
P&O homeward: | have yet to find a copy of the contract, so it is not clear whether thifopra timetable
reflects the contract precisely, tithere must have been some flexibility in the contract aBtisbane Courier
of 16 Feb 1881 was already suggesting that the homebound mails should be exchanged at Aden. This is clearly
what happened very early on for homebound mails: outbound the wailsvia Singapore and Batavia until
Oct 1881, after whicbutboundmails were certainly transferred at Suez, and later at Aden.

The P&O link AlexandriaBrindisi (later Port Said or SueBrindisi) was used for the fast mails, but
from the beginning the @ensland Post Office instituted a system of cheaper 4d letter postage by the long sea
route all the way to UK via the Suez Canal, such mails being landed at Plymouth. It is not certain that the long
sea route was used outbouindhe UK Post Office did noadvertise the sailings nor mention @ rate in the
Post Office Guidesand | have not seen an outbound QRM cover at the 4d rate. If anyone has one do please let
me know

The first ship,Merkara, left Gravesend on 1Bebruary 1881, but the British Post 0§ did not start
advertising the route in GPO Notices until GPO Notice 21/1881, dated 21 Sep 1881, wherein the 7 October malil
to AQueensland via Aden and Torres StraitsoPagtas adve
Office was aware bthe service long before this date. For examplee Timesdated 20 Jan 1881 reported:
ASTEAM COMMUNI CATI ON WI TH AUSTRALI A. I'n connexion wi
London, Java, and Queensland ports, which is to be opened by the steller&laia on Feb 11, a luncheon
was given on Tuesday afternoon on board that vessel in the Victoria Docks. Mr Dawes, of the firm of Gray,
Dawes, & Co, presided, and stated that the contract was concluded by the Prime Minister of Queensland on his

! Pro-Forma timetable printed in tH&risbane Courieon 15 Feb 18B. This had yet to be finally approved by the Queensland PMG
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recent visitto this country, and argued that such a regular service would not only be of immense value to the

mercantile community, owing to the acceleration of the mail service, but would also develop the growing

resources of the Colony. Mr Macallister, Ag&neralof the Colonies in this country, hoped that if the

gentlemen who were carrying out the contract conducted it on the same commercial principles as their other

similar undertakings, the enterprise would prove succ
There is strong evidence that British mail went on the first voyage despite the lack of GPO support and

publicity, as indicated by this communication from the British Post Office Agent at Suez, replying to a letter

from the Secretary to the GPO Londdwin ute No 67 To the Secretary, GPO London. Acknowledges letter

dated 20 Jan 1881 announcing establishment of a mail service every 4 weeks with Queensland via the Torres

Strait é fAand | note that on the out wadodonthey@®lrage t he
proximo, from which date the Queensland mails will be forwarded via Singapore [sic] & on the homeward
voyage the mails wild.l be transf efAsdadast aan determineRi O Co mp

British India packets never weto Singapore, but this Memo clearly establishes Aden as the usual transfer
point. The link between Aden and UK waa the P&O servicehroughEgypt and Brindisi.

Initially the mails left England every 4 weeks, more frequently later, but it is nat ttlaathe extra
vessels carried packet mailghey certainly were not advertised in GPO Notices to the public, so any letters
carried may well have been treated as ship letters.

From October 1881 onwards the British public were made aware of the mdhgede ships in GPO
Notices, which quote London despatch dates. It is not always clear where these mails joined the QRM ships, as
the GPO advertised the route as fvia Brindisi, Aden
September onwardsio calls at Naples were reportedThe Timespresumably because the P&O link from
Brindisi to Egypt was used, mails joining the Queensland ships either at Suez or Aden. As Aden dates are very
often quoted the latter must be a distinct possibility.

More work is needed, but some transfers are known. For example on 16 Oct 1881 the British Postal
Agent at Suez acknowledged a letter from the GPO London. Minute No 143 to the Secretary, GPO London:
Queensland mails to be landed and embarked at Suez. Newtinssuor Queensland mails via Torres Strait.
iYour instructions are duly noted & i'hnstaveredeliveteince t he
to the packe€hyebassat Suez on Friday last [14 Oct] .o

From the website AClyde Built Ships. o

fAJumnawas the first ship completed for British India Associated Steamers Limited following its
registration as a company in May 1885. Together with her two virtual sisters, nieheiga(1890) andAvoca
(1891), she was designed for the company's Royal 8&awvice to Queensland, Australia. She had temporary
‘tween deck quarters for emigrants on the outward voyages. The engineJafrthawas the first of Brock's
patented design and the first quadruple expansion in the British India fleets. In eachthestem was taken
from three doublended boilersJumnasailed from London on her maiden voyage on 21 September 1886,
causing a considerable stir as the largest vessel yet seen in Queensland waters. She had an unpleasant mishap
while in the Royal Dockat London in December 1890, when a steam pipe burst, scalding to death seven of the
engine room workers and severely injuring two more. In 1895 she made a trooping voyage to Cyprus. Unlike
her near sisters, she continued on the Queensland saftéc¢he termination of the mail contract in 1895 0
[ Aut hor s emphasis].

(Last updated: by Peter Stewart from the original records by Stuart Cameron).

Comment. | have never been able to find any of the mail contracts between Queensland and the
Company, and wouldppreciate help from anyone who can supply either a copy or information as to where
copies could be obtained. The statement above that the mail contract ceased in 1895 is probably true: Maber

asserts the same at page i%md it may be that the websitetlaor took his cue from Maber. However, post
1895 ships of the line continued to run to Queensland via Torres Strait on an intermittent basis, and some were
desi gnat e ttamaship 6 QRMo sone wonder s.

From Website http://www.biship.com/history.htm

fiThe opening of the Suez Canal gave British India the opportunity of running for a while the longest
mail service in the history of shippi@grom London to Brisbane, Queensland. This voyage took fully two
months to complete. The service was inauguratedhéyBt vesseMerkara, which left London on February 12,
1881, and anchored in the approaches to the harbour of Brisbane on the evening of 13 April that year.

2POST 48/322 Suez Letter Book 1880

3 POST 48/322 Suez Letter Book 1880

4 Maber, John MNorth Star to Southern CrosStephenson, Prescot, 1967. In my opinion the best book ever written on shipping between
the UK and Australia/NZ.
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AThe history of BIlI's contacts with Austiowlyia in t
confused. Long before William Mackinnon founded his shipping company, he and his partner, Robert
Mackenzie, had been trading speculatively with Australia during the fabulous days of the Gold Rush, shipping
the consumer goods the new settlers reduiliewas not until the arrival of thilerkara, carrying immigrants
and a cargo of refrigerating machinery, that a regular service was established.

AThe idea was | argely that of Qu e e Mcéredtin ¢Hée s f or c
realised thaemigrants from Britain, travelling by the conventional route saitbut round Cape Leeuwin, were
tempted to land at the first Australian port of calldelaide, Melbourne or Sydneyand he wished to attract to
Queensland more than the +iff left atthe end of the long voyage, not to mention the goods a community in
the pioneer stage sorely required. Against bitter opposition, he therefore pushed through the Legislative
Assembly a Bill to provide £55,000 a year for a mail contract with British India.

AUnpopul ar as the arrangement may have been in t
owners of small coastal shipping lines, it greatly benefited Queensland over a period of years. (It is on record
that, when an emigrant ship arrived, she wasétiately boarded by lone settlers looking for wives off the peg,
so to speak). It was not, however, a great bargain for Bl. The obligation to come into Brisbarabootthy
Sumatra and the TorreStrait, and home again by the same route, meant thathips could rarely pick up for
the homeward voyage the plpad of cargo that might have been collected at the larger southern ports from
Sydney round to Fremantle.

AThe di r eBdsbane sermiak petered out in 1895. Bl had put on an adequate service from
Calcutta to Queensland, but the ships from London had taken to comingaboutth getting the advantage of
calls at Fremantle and other ports on the way. Eednitroubles within Queensland itself checked the stream of
assisted immigration.

AFor some time thereafter the story of Bl ''s assi
company's interest in the island continent had by no means abatedjsbatfdir surmise that the Managing
Agents in Calcutta were worried to know where to find the ships to meet the growing demands on the ramifying
services they already provided over thousands of miles of ocean. More than one merger of shipping interests
abaut the Australian coasts was arranged; two Australian shipping companies of substance weréatguired

Ducal Line and the excellent |little fleet of five ves
Comment. Much of this seems to be drawn from MaEDEDespite the assertion tha
London had taken to coming south about o, this was no

Torres Strait &Cooktown. The Ducal Line ships were used as mail carriers on occasion, but again iteould b
helpful to see the postal contracts to ascertain precisely what was going on.

Postage Rates

I am much indebted to Hugh Carr16pbel |l s work for th

From 1881 The postage for the route via Torres Strait and Italy was set at 6d peuhedf from the
initiation of the contract in Feb 1881, whilst if sent via Melbourne and Brindisi it cost 9d, and via Sydney and
San Francisco 8d. The extra costs by the other routes were because Queensland had to reimburse those Colonies
that were partneiso t he P&O contract and NSW for the O6Frisco r

From 11 Jan 1884the rate by any route to the UK was reduced to 6d, albeit the 4d Long Sea Route
rate continued see below.

Long Sea Route Rate from 1881Ihe fact thathe QRM steamers went all the wiyough to the UK
allowed Queensland to set a Long Sea Route rate of 4d for letters going all the way by sea to England. As far as
| can ascertain this Long Sea Route rate was not used by the other Colonies until the 1888 joint P&O/Orient
Line contracts ame into force. | have not found any evidence that the UK offered the same reduced 4d rate for
outbound letters. Queensland Long Sea Route rate mail at the 4d rate is extremely difficult to find. Some quotes
from The Timesnay make it clear whiy most of he mails went on the faster route via Brindisi, and even these
aredifficult to find.

AThe Queens]| aRanaatrived at Plgnmowhaearly yesterday. 41 passengers and 77 bags
mai | , 65 of which were | anded at Aden. o

fiAlmora arrived Plymouth noon 1$ep 1883 from Brisbane 17 July, Rockhampton 19, Mackay 20,
Bowen 21, Townsville 22, Cooktown 23, Thursday Is 26, Batavia 4 Aug, Aden 22, Suez 28, Port Said 29 Aug.
Brings 31 passengers & 87 sacks mail, 74 of which landed at Aden. Mails forwarded ai 2 p.m.

So it would seem that less than 20% of letters sent from Queensland were at the 4d rate.

1 Jan 1891the rate to UK was reduced to 2%d by any route, a rate that applied to all other countries
from 1 Oct 1891 when the Colonies joined the UPU. This ramaireed in force until 1905.

5Op Cit
& campbell, HM, RDP, FRPSIQueensland Postal Rates and Charges, 1B2B3;RPS of Victoria Inc, Melbourne 1995, ISBN9&7345
108
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Postcards Postcards to the UK were allowed from 1 Jan 1889. The initial rates were 3d via Brindisi
and 2d via the Long Sea Route. On 1 Jan 1891 this was reduced to 2d by any route to the UK, and from 1 Oct
1891 was reduced téZAd to any country as Queensland joined the UPU. A postcard from Queensland at the 2d
or 3d rate has yet to be seen by the author, and would be a rare prize. If any reader has one | would be most

grateful for a scan or photocopy.

Fig 3. 1884/5 cover from Yeppoon to London at the 4d long sea route rate. Backstamped at
Rockhampton on 24 Dec, and Kingston-on-Thames 25 Feb. Carried by the QRM ss Waroonga
arriving at Plymouth at 1100 on 24 Feb. The mails left Plymouth by train at 1530 and were delivered
within London on 25 Feb. The addressee was a niece of Lewis Carroll.

Identifying Mail via the QRM

For the first 3 years of the contract the postage rate of 6d prepaid from Queensland to UK ought to
indicate carriage vithe QRM, since other routes incurred higher costs (see Rates above). However from 1884
onwards a uniform 6d rate by any route (except the 4d-deagoute rate) makes it absolutely essential to have
ei ther: a ship named o rely tafe)ea rbuetinstectidns(viadrorrese Strait, @sos (e X
extremely rare) or a detailed knowledge of the sailings dates of the QRM whijps can be obtained from
Reference 2Even with detailed sailings data the analysis is not always-cleasince thaJK-Aden leg was
usually carried out by P&O steamers.sample table is given below for 1883, a particularly interesting year
because of the cholera problems in Egypt and the occasional extra mail steamers as recorded in the Notes.

If any reader has a cew that he thinks might have been carried by the QRM -85 | would be
happy to offer an opinion given a quality (300 dpi) scan of both front and back either via the Editor or direct to
colintabeart@btiternet.com

There are occasional surprises. Figures 4 and 5 below show some of the possiititelsated and
filnsufficiently Prepaid covers are always worth buying, since there is usually a good story to be discovered
given sufficientresearch
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Fig4.1882 Brisbane to London. Endorsed fivia San Franci
that route so sent via QRM.
Backstamped at Brisbane 21 Jul 1882, London 9 Oct and Anerly 10 Oct. The rate via San Francisco
was 8d so it was not allowed to go that way. Consulting the data in Reference 2 the only possible
routeing was QRM steamer Camorta from Brisbane 12 Aug to Aden, where transferred to the P&O
service, arriving at Brindisi on 6 Oct, mails in London 9 Oct as per backstamp.

=

Fig 5. 1887 Melbournet o | r el a n dMaf8splmd ThR let®r was too late for the P&O ss
Massillia and also the overland train to catch the ship at Adelaide, so the Melbourne GPO decided to
route it by rail to Sydney, thence by coastal ss to Brisbane and onward by the QRM. Almora left
Queensland on 29 Mar and arrived at Plymouth on 16 May, the only possible sailing from Australia
that could have landed the mails in the UK in time to arrive at Bray on 17 May as backstamped.
Interestingly had the Melbourne GPO awaited the next Orient Line sailing from Melbourne on 2 April
the letter would have been in London on 1 May, over two weeks earlier. However, at this time Victoria
had no mail contract with the Orient Line so presumably Melbourne GPO ignored the possibility.

1883 Outbound

Although advertisements show a more or less fortnightly service during most of 1883, GPO Notices
advertising the mails continued to show only-aekekly service throughout the whole year, routed via Aden and

Torres Strait. However, contemporary newspapeports state that mails were carried on some of the
intermediate sailings. Where these do not accord with GPO Notices for mails the departure from London in

Page6 of 15
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column 2 is shown in square brackets. The P&O links from Brindisi to Aden are given for ehchhea is a
complication; on arrival of theia Brindisi mails at Suez: two P&O ships left Suez, one bound for Colombo
with the Far East mails, and one for Bombay. It is not clear which one of these took the QRM mail onito Aden
| have usually shown th@olombo ship, but for no good reason.

Periodically mails from the main line steamer were transhipped to smaller coastal steamers that, in theory,
could deliver them quicker at Brisbane as they did not have to unload large cargoes at intermediate ports and
could go alongside more easily than the bigger ships. From July 1883 the Queensland Govt contracted the
Australasian Steam Navigation Company to take on the English mails at Cooktown and bring them on to
Brisbane faster than the mail line steamer. Trs &ittempt failed seeChyebassand note 9 below.

Advert dated 28 Jul y: AThe Queensl and Royal Mai | Li
(calling at Plymouth) for Thursday Island, Cooktown, Townsville, Bowen, Mackay, Rockhampton, Brisban
taking cargo for Gladstone and Maryborough. Special terms for return tickets and abatements for families.
Apply Gray, Dawes & Co, 13 Austinfriars, or Gellatley, Hankey, Sewell & Co, 51 Pall Mall, and 109
Leadenhall StreelRomadepart London30 Jul & Pigouth 1 Aug;Duke of Devonshird6/18 Aug;Bulimba
27/ 29 Aug. 0

Di fferent form of advert dated 3 Oct: ABritish | ndi
Association steamerQueensland Royal Mail Lineto India, Java and Queensland Pdrtsading berth, Royal
Albert Docks. To sailAlmora8 Oct;Merkara22 Oct;Duke of Sutherlan8 Nov;Waroongal 9 Nov . 0

GPO (London) Notice dated 27 Nov 1883.

AAt the request of the Queensland GPO alylby corresftg
The Queensland Line steamers via Torres Strait or via the Orient Line via Melbourne, accordingly as the
correspondence may be posted in time for either 1|ine,
as a result of the award of a c@ut by New South Wales to the Orient Line in teeberl883.

Cholera Outbreak.

Kirk notes a serious outbreak of cholera in Egypt that affected the mails from August 1883 for the rest of
the year and indeed well into 1884 he outbound steamer from Brisdthen went through the Canal to Suez
and transferred her mails there.

ShipDepart Malil Brindisito | Depart At At At At Rock | Arrive | Notes
Plymouth left Alex Suez Aden Batavia |Cooktown| hampto | Brisbane
London n
Chyebassd 7 Jan 1Feb |5/7 Feb 24 Feb 8 Mar 11 Mar |12 Mar |1
Tanjore 26 Jan (29Jari 1l Feb
Khedive 2Feb |7 Feb
D of Devonshire 20 Feb |26/26 Feb 17 Mar 1 Apr 9 Apr 2
Mongolia 9 Feb (127 15 Feb.
Peshawur 16 Feb |21 Feb
D of Buccleugh 5 Mar |10/10 Mar 28 Mar 11 Apr 17 Apr |19 Apr |3
Tanjore 23 Feb |26 Febl Mar
KaiserI-Hind 4 Mar |8 Mar
Polly 20 Apr
Merkaral4 Mar 6 Apr  |11/12 Apr 29 Apr 11 May (16 May |19 May |4
Tanjore 23 Mar (2671 29 Mar
Assam 30 Mar |3 Apr
Gunga 15 May
Waroongal Apr 16 Apr |21/21 Apr 10/24 May |6 Jun 11Jun |19Jun |5
Mongolia [6 Apr] |97 12 Apr
Thibet 15 Apr |20/21 Apr
Quetta 17 May 29 May 5 Jun
Quettal2 Apr 30 Apr/2 May [16/17 May |29 May |31 4 Jun5 Jun 6
Tanjore 20 Apr (2371 26 Apr
Clyde 27 Apr |2 May
Almora25 Apr 15 May 2 Jun 15Jun  |23/24 |26 Jun |7
Mongolia [4 May] |71 10 May Jun
Ganges 11 May |15 May
Ranelagh 16 Jun 21 Jun
Eldorado 9 May 23 May |29 May 15 Jun 27 Jun |3 Jul 5 Jul 8
Tanjore 18 May (217 24 May
Thames 25 May |29 May
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Ship/Depart Mail Brindisito | Depart At At At At Rock| Arrive | Notes
Plymouth left Alex Suez Aden Batavia |Cooktown| hampto | Brisbane
London n
Chyebass#® Jun 19 Jun |24/26 Jun 18 Jul 30 Jul 4 Aug |5Aug 9

Tanjore 15 Jun |187 21 Jun

Parramatta 22 Jun |26 Jun

D of Buckingham 3 Jul 11 Jul 31 Jul 20 Aug |21 Aug |10

Mongolia 29 Jun |27 5 Jul

Kaiserl-Hind 6 Jul 10/11 Jul

D of Westminster 17 Jul |22 Jul 26 Aug |28 Aug |11

Tanjore 13 Jul |167 19 Jul

Shannon 20 Jul |24 Jul

Governor Blackall 22 Aug 26 Aug
Brindisi-Suez

Romal Aug 21 Aug 9 Sep 20Sep |23Sep |25Sep |12

Hydaspes 10 Aug |13-17 Aug

Carthage 18 Aug |22 Aug

Governor Blackall 20 Sep 24 Sep

Bulimba29 Aug 11 Sep |15/19 Sep 6 Oct 16 Oct {20 Oct |21 Oct |13

Lombardy 7 Sep |10-14 Sep

Nizam 15 Sep |19 Sep

D of Buccleugh 27 Sep |2/4 Oct 23 Oct 6 Nov 11 Nov |13 Nov |14

Gwalior 21 Sep |24-29 Sep |30 Sep

Malwa 30 Sep |4 Oct

Dorunda26 Sep 110ct |16 Oct 3 Nov 13 Nov (16 Nov |18 Nov |15

Venetia 50ct |8-13Oct

Siam 14 Oct |18 Oct

Ranelagh 13 Nov 18 Nov

Almorall Oct 31 Oct/1 Nov {19 Nov 4 Dec 11 Dec |16

Surat 19 Oct |22- 27 Oct

Khedive 27 Oct |1 Nov

Merkara24 Oct 7 Nov |12/15Nov |2 Dec 12 Dec 17 Dec |17

Cathay 2Nov |5-10 Nov

Peshawur 10 Nov |15 Nov

Governor Blackall 12 Dec 16 Dec

Goulpara7 Nov 22 Nov |28 Nov 18 Dec 30 Dec 6 Jan 18

Bokhara 16 Nov |19- 24 Nov

Australia 24 Nov |29 Nov

Waroonga22 Nov 29 Dec 8 Jan 14 Jan 19

Lombardy 30 Nov (3-7 Dec

Ancona 8 Dec |12 Dec

Governor Blackall 8 Jan 12 Jan

D of Buckingham 20 Dec |25/28 Dec 16 Jan 27Jan |3Feb |5Feb 20

Gwalior 14 Dec |17 Dec 23 Dec

Teheran 23 Dec |28 Dec

Romal9 Dec 3 Jang4 |8 Jan1884 28 Jan 8 Feb 12Feb |14Feb (21

Surat 28 Dec |31 Dec/6 Jan

Nizam 6Jan |11 Jan

Governor Blackall 8 Feb 12 Feb

Notes

1. Chyebassarrived Aden 5 Feb, but had to wait 2 days for the mail&eadive Detained 2 days at
Batavia, but still arrived Brisbane 2 days ahead of contract time p.m. 12 Mar. Mails brought off by
Govt ssKate, arriving late 12 Mar for delivery in the city a.m. 13 Mar.

2. Left Plymouth 4 Feb, 3 days later than originally advertigeddden 26 Feb, where she picked up the
mails according to thBrisbane Courier At Thursday Island 28 Mar, at Bowen 4 Apr.

3. Left Plymouth 16 Feb with 702 immigrant®uke of Buccleughanchored in Cleveland Bay
(Townsville) evening of 12 AptRolly transhipped the mails and sailed south at 1430 on 13Piy
arrived alongside at Brisbane at 0400 on 20 Apr with the mails, viitsdt Buccleugharrived in the
roadstead at 1915 on 19 Apr.

4. Merkaraarrived Brisbane Bar 19 May. Delayed for 8 days ireSCanal by going aground. Captain
invalided off and the Chief Officer took over. Arrived Aden 1700 11 Apr, coaled, received the mails
and leftat 0200 on 12 Apr. Malaria epidemic en route to Batavia. Reached Townsville Sat 12 May
where mails were trangfed to the ASNGungaand sent onGGungaarriving Moreton Bay on 15 May.
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5. Brisbane Courier2 0 Jun: ACapt A AaréopghléfteGlasgewp28 Mar,sPlyrholita 1
Apr with emigrants, and arrived Suez 14 Apr. Arrived Aden 1200 &nreteivedQueensland mails
and sailed 2000 same day. Arrived Batavia 10 Mapuse of detention at this port, high pressure
piston broken and 2 blades off the propeller. Executed all repairs and proceeded at 1600ay. 24
Anchored in Moreton Bay 0500 on 16 JuQuettabroughtWa r o osmgiks 6n from Batavia.
6. At Aden 30 Apr to 2 May. At Batavia 16/17& left with mails from the ssWaroonga Arrived
Thursday | sl and DéttaMmayl siByomh&uRbMBe reached Bris
7. Brisbane Cougr 2 7 J Aimora arfived Brisbane at 1430 on 26 Jun with 236%2 immigfazs!
mails from the coast ports Arrived Aden night of 18 May, took on mails [sic], fresh water & coals
& left. At Batavia 2 Jun. At Thursday Island 12/13 Jun. Arrived Cooktown 45" & transferred
mails. At Townsville 2300 16 Jun to 1000 ®2At Bowen 22 Jun. At Rockhampton'23Arr Moreton
Bay 1430- ssFrancis Caddelc onveyed saloon passengers and coas:
statement found th&anelaghbrought tke mails on from Cooktown but dates make sense.
8. Brisbane Courier6 Jul : fiCapt B eEldpmdoéeft Sueze2f ocarrived Adenh28 t
received mails and set off same day. At Batavia 1%/1&n. Anchored off Thursday Island "23
awaiting pilot, arived Thursday Is 22& left same day. Arrived Cooktown #7and discharged mails
and 4 immigrants. Arrived Townsville 9% discharged mails and 94 immigrants, detained there 60
hours. At Bowen 1 Jul, at Mackay“2 discharged no cargo as lighterage pmcurable as usual. At
Rockhampton 3/4 Jul, detained 26 hours. o0 The mai
local agents to the negligence of the Townsville agents who allowe@uhga which arrived in
Brisbane on Tuesday last"{3ul] to sail while the officers of thé&Eldorado were in the act of
transhipping the Brisbane mail bags to her. The C
nights on her way down the Queensland coast, a hot uncommon practice due to navigatiatgal hazar
9. Five days late leaving Batavia so the new feeder mail service from Cooktown to Brisbane under
contract to the ASN Company failed, as tBevernor Blackalwas unable to wait that lon@iisbane
Courier2 8 Jul ). The Capt 8rshadesvasrbeepamd gave aareason forithe delay a t
at Batavia, but a subsequent report inBhisbane Courieron 7 Aug says she was repairing machinery
smashed in a tremendous gale between Aden and Bafdwiabassavas at Bowen 2 Aug.
10. Left Plymouth 2QJun.Brisbane Courie2? 3 A Duke of Buckinghararrived at Aden on 11 July and
took the mails on board omitting PoMiute S@418 due t
dated 9 June 1883 to the Secretary GPO Loragtinowledges letter advisinddt an extra packet is
appointed to sail from Aden with Queenslamdils, whichwill be despatched from London on™9
June On reaching Suemails will duly be forwarded to Aderfd The Brisbane Courierfor 23 Aug
confirms that she took mails aboard ateAd , fomi tting Port Said in view
11. The mails were transferred at -Cowrhdr BlackallASINATr r i val s
Company's s., 331 tons, Captain N. G. Buttrey, from Cooktown. Captain Buttrey reports that the
Governa Blackall, s., left Cooktown at 9.20 a.m. on the"®Rstant with the English mails onboard,
calling at the intermediate ports, and arriving at Brisbane at 11.10 p.m. or'theéE&sbane Courier
27 August 1883). The first successful speeding ofthgs by the local contract from Cooktown.
12. Kirk notes serious cholera outbreak in Egypt. Brindisi mails went through the Canal for transfer at
Suez.Brisbane Courie? 1  Se p: i Co o kt Romaarri2ed thiS raogpning. Bhd Bad a good
passage 4 deathsoccurred, 3 from dysentery and one from heat apoplexy. Tkeesrnor Blackall
left today with the English mails. Captain Mann reports that the Netherlands India Govt sent 3
gunboats into the Straits of Sunda to warn shipping of the dangerous conflttierStraits. Had it not
been for this th&komawould probably have gone ashore where there had been 20 fathoms of water
previous to the recent volcanic disturbant@e tidal wave that swept through the Straits of Sunda is
stated to have been 100 féet g Brisbane Courie? 5 Se p: fiCapt N GGoBeunbrt r ey r e
Blackall left Cooktown with the English mails at 1100 on 20 Sep, and arrived in Brisbane at 2100 on
24 Sep. o
13. Brisbane Courier2 2 Oc t :Bulifmkia Bti8sed Brisbane roadstead early evgnl Oct, 3 days
before her contract time although she was detained at Aden awaiting the P&O steamer. The mails were
immediately transhipped by the Govt Kate which reached Queen's Wharf about 22B0@limba
arrived Aden about 1200 on 15 Sep. Having madery fast run to Aden she was obliged to waste 3
days awaiting arrival of th&lizam 24 hours late with the Brindisi mails. Arrived Batavia 4 Oct and
spent 2 days coaling there. Arrived Thursday Island 0930 on 14 Oct and left at 1730. At Cooktown
0825 b 1440 16 Oct. At Townsville 1140 on 17 Oct, left 1725 ofi. ¥& Bowen and Mackay 19 Oct.
Arrived Keppel Bay 0850 on 20 Oct and |l eft at 142

” Children counted as half an immigrant
8 POST 48/322 Suez Letter Book 1880
° This entry refers to the explosion of Krakatoa
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14. POST 48/322Suez Letter Book 1888, noted thatin extra mailwasto be despatched from Brindisi to
Aden to be transferred to the extra Queensland pddkke of Buccleuglfior conveyance via Torres
Strait. Brisbane Courier fA Cap't WBukd of Buegeogheft #lymouth 12 Sep with 710
emigrants. Arrived Aden Dct and detained for mails p&walior until the 4. At Batavia 22/23 Oct.

At Thursday Island 2/3 Nov. At Cooktowr"@and Townsville 7 to 9 Nov. At Bowen with of
Westminsteon 9", and Keppel Bay 10to early 12 Nov.

15. Ranelagharrived Brisbane Bar @100 on 18 Nov from Cooktown and landed the mails a.m. 18 Nov,
nearly 15 hours before they were dimrundaanchored in Brisbane Roadstead at 1200 on 18 Nov,
nearly 3 days ahead of her contract time, having gained 2 days since leaving Cooktown.

16. Minute No 492 dated 15 Oct 1883 to the Secretary, GPO London noted that an extra mail for
Queensland was to be despatched from London on 19 Oct via Brindisi for transfeAltnosa at
Aden’® Left Malta 20 Oct. Arrived Aden 31 Oct, Colombo 9 Nov. At Bowen 8 Dec.

17. The Timesd at e d 2vierka@ueenslénd Line ss from London for Queensland, left Plymouth
yesterday after embarking emigrant418 souls equating to 368 statute adults. At Bowen 14 Dec.

Brisbane Courierl 7 D 6&avernorfBlackallarrived Brisbane witlthe English mails on 16 Dec at
0850, 14 hours ahead of contract time. o The mail s

18. Minute No 505 dated 4 Nov 1883 to the Secretary, GPO London. Noted that an extra mail for
Queensland was to be despatched from London on 16 fddBrindisi for transfer to s&oulpara at
Aden?!! Arrived Aden 28 Nov.

19. Brisbane Courier9 Jan:fi Wa r o aamiyggé Cooktown 8 Jan and transhipped her mails to the
Governor Blackalwh o | eaves for t he 6averitohBlatkallith theeBnglishi ng 8 J
mails ex RMSWaroongaarrived Moreton Bay at 1630 on 12 Jan. Weather too thick to proceed so
anchored. At 2130 weather cleared, up anchor and

20. Brisbane Couriet6  F eDbke of Buckinghamsupplenentary mail ss, Capt W Turner, anchored in
Brisbane Roadstead at 1400 on 5 Feb. Left Plymouth 6 Dec. Arrived Aden evenin§ af®Svas
delayed there three days for the Queensland mails per P&O ss, which was delayed through a block in
the canal. Left Adn 28". At Batavia 14/15 Jan. Arrived alongside the hulk at Thursday Island on the
239 & left same day. At Cooktown 37 Passengers and mails for Bowen had to be landed by the ship's
boats, the tornado experienced there before her arrival having swanipéd t he boats in th
This tornado flattened Bowen.

21. Brisbane Courierl 5 FRomaanchored Brisbane Roadstead shortly after 0800 14 Feb. Capt Mann
reports she left Plymouth 19 Dec. Arrived Suez 3 Jan being 3 days passing through the cagdl. Arriv
Aden on 8 Jan and there detained 3 days awaiting the mails. At Batavia 27/28 Jan, At Thursday Island
5 Feb, arrived Cooktown 8 Feb & |l eft same day. At
Mail s transferred at G@verook Backall with thd mdilefror’A BMRo@a s s
arrived Brisbane at 2030 on 12 Feb. Left Cookt own

Fig 6. RMS Quetta i a typical ship of the QRM service. She was wrecked in Torres Strait on 28 Feb
1890, 158 people saved, 133 lost, and all mails lost. The uncharted rock she hit was subsequently
named Quetta Rock.

9POST 48/322 Suez Letter Book 1880
" POST 48/322 Suez Letter Book 1880
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1883 Homebound

Ship Depart | At Rock At Depart At Arrive Alex to Arrive Notes
Brisbane [ hampto | Cooktown | Batavia | Aden Suez | Brindisi UK
n

Merkara 4 Jan 7 Jan 9 Feb |15Feb 5 Mar (1
Ballaarat 15Feb |20 Feb
Mongolia 21-25 Feb |[28 Feb]
Almora 31Jan |17 2 Fell6 Feb 20 Feb |7 Mar 1 Apr (2
Thames 8 Mar |13 Mar
Malwa 2?1 17 Mar ([20 Mar]
Dorunda 28 Feb 5 Mar 17 Mar |1 Apr 21 Apr Plym |3
Pekin 6 Apr
Surat 117 14 Apr|[17 Apr]
Chyebassa 28 Mar 2 Apr 14 Apr |2 May 24 May Plym |4
Cathay 3 May |8 May
Bokhara 81 11 May|14 May evng
Bulimba 25 Apr |27 Apr |30 Apr 2 Jul 9 Jul 5
Ganges 4 Jul 10 Jul 21 Jul Plym
Roma 22 May |24 May |27 May 10Jun (27 Jun (3 Jul 19 Jul Plym |6
Verona 27 Jun |2 Jul To Trieste
Surat 31 9Jul |[12 Jul?]
Quetta 20 Jun |23 Jun |27 Jun 9 Jul 25Jul |31 Jul  |Alex to[13 Aug Plym |7
Nizam 29/30 Ju|3 Aug |Venice
Mongolia 7-11 Aug [14 Aug]
Almora 17 Jul 19 Jul (23 Jul 4 Aug 21 Aug |28 Aug |Port Said |11 Sep Plym |8
Siam 21 Aug |27 Aug |to Venice
Mongolia 28-2 Sep |4 Sep p.m.
Govnr Blackall |15 Aug (17 Aug |20 Aug 9
Chyebassa 14 Aug (16 Aug (20 Aug 2 Sep 18 Sep |25 Sep 9 Oct Plym
Cathay 24 Sep 1-50ct |8 Oct
Govnr Blackall |13 Sep 18 Sep 10
D Buckingham |11 Sep (15Sep (19 Sep 30Sep |22 Oct 20 Nov
Lombardy 25 Oct ?-6 Nov |9 Nova.m.
Govnr Blackall |11 Oct X 11
Roma 9 Oct 18 Oct 1 Nov 16 Nov |22 Nov 6 Dec Plym
Surat 22 Nov |27 Nov |?-4 Dec |7 Dec
Ranelagh 8 Nov 10 Nov (14 Nov 12
D Westminster |6 Nov 8 Nov |14 Nov 25 Nov |13Dec Port Said
Thames 13 Dec |18 Dec |to Brindisi
Mongolia 20- 24 Deq27 Dec a.m.
Bulimba 20 Nov |24 Nov |27 Nov 14 Dec (30 Dec (5 Jan 21 Jan 13
Peshawur 2Jan |7 Jan
Bokhara 3Jan |7 Jan ?-13Jan |16 Jan
Govnr Blackall |6 Dec 11 Dec 14
Dorunda 4 Dec 7 Dec |11 Dec 24 Dec |8/9 Jan |14 Jan 30 Jan Plym
Nepaul 10 Jan |15 Jan
Mongolia 167 20 Jan|23 Jan a.m.
Nuddea 16 Dec (18 Dec (25 Dec 6 Jan84 |26 Jan 20 Feb |15
Shannon 31Jan |5Feb
Gwalior 31Jan |5Feb |7-10Feb |13 Feb

Notes
1. Brisbane Couried F eltuganini ss, left Normanton 2 Jan for Thursday Island with the mails for
transmission by the RMBlerkara 0

2. At Bowen 5 Feb. Left Aden 7 Mar. Passed Deal 31 Mar. Arrived Gravesend 1 Apr.

3. At Bowen 3 Mar. i T h eDorBdaiatrived Rlymouth 21 &pr, miseimbarkes s
passengers & mails & |l eft for London. o

4. At Bowen 31 MarBokharaarrived Brindisi 1330 on 11 May with the Indian mails @athay Mails
left at 1500- expect London Moy 14 May evening. AThe Queensl an

steamerChyebassarrived Plymouth yesterday [24 May] from Brisbane 28 Mar, Aden 2 May, Suez 8
May, Port Said 9. Landed passengers & mails & proceeded fo
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The Queensland Royal Malil

At Bowen 28 Apr. Arrived Colombo 2 May. The Timesd at ed 21 J uBulembadetpor t ed:

Colombo 19 Jun for Plymouth. o6 Either this is wron
nearly 4 weeks. Subsequent reports: Left Aden 2 Jul, arrived Suez 9 Jul, so the Colombo report seems

to be correctThe Timest 1 Jul y: AfDue to quarantine restrictio
that arrived at Suez on 9 Jul will be brought direct to Plymouth byGieges Gangesarrived

Plymouth late on 21 Jul. Assuming the long delay at Cotoints almost certain th&ulimba& s mai | s

were brought on from that port by another mail steamer, but no report yet found.

Romaarrived at Plymouth early 19 Jul with 41 passengers; 77 bags mail, 65 of which were landed at

Aden. Landed 23 passengers ab? bags mail & left for London. Dates: Brisbhane 22 May,
Rockhampton 24, Mackay and Bowen 25, Townsville 26, Cooktown 27, Thursday IsfAnBaavia

7 June, Aden 27, Suez 3JRoma s bul k mai | s ¢ aVemnatwiBueZSuratieft Aden pe
Alexandra 3 Jul for Brindisi, but not al ISaraieoch t o | an
Brindisi with the homeward Indian mail arrived here at 0900 toddne (Timep Mails in London

probably 12 Jui proving cover needed.

Brisbane Courierd 9 J u ns;perQueéttac | ose at the GPO today 19 Jun
Mongolia, with India, China, & Australian mails edizamfrom CalcuttaVeronafrom Shanghai, and

Malwa from Bombay arrived 5 p.m. yesterday. Mails fumigated at Poveglia & left 9 a.roifwion-

expect 14 Aug a.mQuetta Capt Templeton RNR, arrived at Plymouth evening of 13 Aug from

Brisbane 20 Jun, Rockhampton 23, Bowen & Mackay 24, Townsville 26, Cooktown 27, Thursday

Island 29, Batavia 9 Jul, Aden 25, Suez 30 Jul. She had 12 sacksl @ihnboard, 76 sacks landed at

Aden to be forwarded by the overland route. o A r
arrived before the Afastd mails via Europe.

i Suez 2theSi@nirgm Bombay 14 Aug has arrived at Suez and entered thal @a0900 today

for Plymouth. Her mails will be transferred at Port Said taMloegoliaf or t r ansiAlmorao Veni ¢
arrived Plymouth noon 11 Sep from Brisbane 17 July, Rockhampton 19, Mackay 20, Bowen 21,
Townsville 22, Cooktown 23, Thursday Islan@, Batavia 4 Aug, Aden 22, Suez 28, Port Said 29 Aug.

She brings 31 passengers & 87 sacks mail, 74 of w
Brisbane Courier fiGovernor Blackalleaves on Weds evening 15 Aug for Cooktown with the mails

for transmission by the RME8hyebassa 6 i GhyEBassdeft Cooktown at 1700 on 20 Aug after

receiving the English mails from tl@&@overnor Blackall oCatfiayfrom Bombay left Port Said 2 a.m. 1

Octf or Venice with | ndi aThe Cimédhaat, e d& I2Byeb@szaailedia n mai |
Plymouth 5 p.m. yesterday from Brishane 14 Aug, Rockhampton 16, Mackay and Bowen 18,
Townsville 19, Cooktown 20, Thursday Island 22, Batavia 2 Sep, Aden 18 28u€ort Said 25. 18
passenger s, 15 sacks mail . Mails forwarded by the
Brisbane Couriel 0 Se p: AiMails for I ndia, China and the Ez¢
RMS Duke of Buckingharand Governor Blackallvia Torres StraitsMails will close at this office on

Thursday 13 Sep at 5 p.m. for registered letters, 7 p.m. for packets and newspapers, at 8 p.m. for
ordinary lettersGov Blackallleft Brisbane at 2200 on 13 Seprisbane Courier fi Roc k hampt on
Sep [Monday]. Thé®uke d Buckinghanwith the homeward mails arrived on Saturday'J1&nd went

on to Cooktown to await the arrival of ti&overnor Blackallwith the supplementary mails. At Port

Said 29 Octi 3 Novi why the delay? Passed through the Downs on 20 Nov for London f

Brisbane.

Romaarrived Cooktown 16 Oct, expectirigovernor Blackallsame day with the mails, but the latter

broke down at the Palm Islands (40 miles N of Townsville), wh&uweawas ordered to retrieve the
mails.Romapassed Cooktown again on 18 OctRomaatrived t he mai
Plymouth 5 a.m. yesterday [6 Dec]. She had on board 15 passengers and 12 sacks mail. Landed 3
passengers and the mails and proceeded for London
Delayed a day at Cookta awaiting arrival ofRanelagh Arrived Aden 13 Dec & left same day for

London. Left Port Said 21 Dec direct for Londdnongolialeft Port Said 20 Dec & arrived Brindisi

5.30 a.m. 24 Dec with Indian mails @& amesMails left at noon for Londor expectThursday a.m.

[27™). The first mail home to revert to the Brindisi route, albeit not via Alexandria.

fiBokhara arrived Brindisi 11.30 a.m. 13 Jan with India, China, & Australian mails. Mails left for

London 8 p.m.-expect Weds a.m. [{§ Delayed by heay we a Buiineba arrived fPlymouth

yesterday morning [21 Jan] from Brisbane 20 Nov, Rockhampton & Mackfy Bdwen 2%

Townsville 26, Cooktown 27, Thursday Island 28, Batavia 14 Dec, Aden 30 Dec, Suez 5 Jan, Port Said

8 Jan. Landed 5 passengers@ands ac ks mail and | eft for London. o P
fiNepaularrived Suez and entered the Canal at 1200 on 15mails will be transhipped tMongolia

at Port Sai Borundaarriv®®loff Rlychouth i7 p.rd. 3iJan. Left 8.30pfror London. 0O
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15. Mails closed at Brisbane evening of 15 Dec. At Bowen 20 Decidealeft Cooktown 25 Dec for
G| a s g Gwalioowitliilndia, China, & Australiamailsl eft Port Sai d GWalidkeb f or
arrived Brindisi midnight 10 Feb. Mails left® a.m. 11 Feb, due in London Weds eveninA2 b . o

Fig 7. Advertising leaflet for the sailings in February and March 1885.
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