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Figure 1 - Title page, volume 1 of the Post Office Department Inspection Service reference book of known 
postal criminals, 1916. 
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 The Inspection Service published a two-volume set of “Photographs, Descriptions 
and Records of Persons Charged with the Violation of the Postal Laws” during 1916.  This 
was limited printing and restricted for use by Postal Inspectors.  It is unknown whether 
similar volumes were printed before or after 1916. 
 This pair of books was provided to the Railway Mail Service Library by Randall W. 
Stewart, retired Postal Inspector.  Of interest are the pages that pertain to mail train 
robbers.  Many other criminals are identified in the books such as burglars and mail pouch 
thieves.  Some of these people were also involved with Railway Post Office (RPO) hold-ups 
but those pages have not been searched. 
 The Volume 1 individuals have the page number at the top of their entry.  Volume 2 
continues, with its own page numbers at the top.  These should be used for primary source 
citations.  
 1916 precedes two spectacular mail train robberies.  The first was the DeAutremont 
brothers of the ASHLAND & SAN FRANCISCO RPO, Train 13 at Southern Pacific Tunnel 13, 
on October 11th, 1923.  The second was the CHICAGO & MINNEAPOLIS RPO. Milwaukee 
Road train 57 –an exclusive mail train without passengers —on June 12th, 1924.  The 
perpetrators are described in other articles, both of which resulted in large manhunts. 
 As a result of these recurring robberies but particularly of the last two during 1923 
and 1924, Railway Postal Clerks were issued revolvers.  U. S. Marines were also assigned to 
RPOs for a short stint. 
 Each of the entries can be researched further regarding train schedules or 
contemporary newspaper accounts.  Anyone pursuing this information is encouraged to 
prepare an article; the Railway Mail Service Library welcomes a copy for its reference 
collection. 

 
 

Figure 2 - Chief Inspector badge circa 1916.  Other badges only had "INSPECTOR" at the bottom. 
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Figure 3 - Charles Johnson Harrison; robbed the SELMA & YORK STATION RPO – 1893, and the GRAFTON & 
CINCINNATI RPO – 1915. 
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Figure 4 - H. Grady Webb; robbed the GRAFTON & CINCINNATI RPO – 1915. 
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Figure 5 - Jean La Banta; robbed the SAN FRANCISCO, SAN JOSE & LOS ANGELES RPO, 1913. 
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Figure 6 - J. P. Barry; robbed the SAN FRANCISCO, SAN JOSE & LOS ANGELES RPO, 1913. 
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Figure 7 - Frank Price; robbed the MEMPHIS & McALESTER RPO, 1912. 
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Figure 8 - Robert Mathies; robbed the MEMPHIS & McALESTER RPO, 1912. 
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Figure 9 - Marshall Moon; robbed the ATLANTA & BIRMINGHAM RPO, 1913. 
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Figure 10 - William W. Lowe; robbed the HAVRE & SPOKANE RPO, 1909. 
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Figure 11 - George Ebeling; robbed the HAVRE & SPOKANE RPO, 1909, and the ST. LOUIS & KANSAS CITY 
RPO, 1910. 
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Figure 12 - James Gordon; robbed what may have been the OMAHA & OGDEN RPO, 1909. 
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Figure 13 - Albert J. Lewis; robbed the ST. PAUL & PORTAL RPO, 1908, and the MONTGOMERY & NEW 
ORLEANS RPO, 1915. 
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Figure 14 - Title page, volume 2 of the Post Office Department Inspection Service reference book of known 
postal criminals, 1916. 
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Figure 15 - W. E. Diez; robbed the GRAFTON & CINCINNATI RPO – 1915. 
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Figure 16 - W. E. Diez; reward poster not in Volume 2, he robbed the GRAFTON & CINCINNATI RPO – 1915. 
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Figure 17 - Harry Raines; robbed the NASHVILLE & MONTGOMERY RPO, 1913. 
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Figure 18 - "Fingers" Burke; robbed the SILOAM SPRINGS & TEXARKANA RPO, 1912. 
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Figure 19 - John E. Cable; robbed the SILOAM SPRINGS & TEXARKANA RPO, 1912. 
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Figure 20 - Harry Marks; robbed the CHATTANOOGA & MERIDIAN RPO, 1913. 
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Figure 21 - Howard E. Edwards; robbed the MONTGOMERY & NEW ORLEANS RPO, 1912. 
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Figure 22 - Frank H. Hart; robbed the ST. LOUIS & MEMPHIS RPO, 1911. 



23 
 

 
Figure 23 - Robert Lee Tate; robbed the SILOAM SPRINGS & SHREVEPORT RPO, 1899. 
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